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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
must rely on the measure being adminis-
tered with a little common sense. This
will not be the only important Bill ad-
ministered by the department. The de-
cision as lo how grants shall be appor-
tioned rests with the Minister for Works;
it will be for him to say in what manner
that mouney shall he distributed.

Hon, J. F. Cullen: A large amount of
political patronage.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ac-
cording to the interjections of hon. mem.
bers, they appear to be afraid to trust
the Minister in the matter of deciding
what is a trunk road and what is not.
1 beg to move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

On motion by Hon, W. Kingsmill, de-
bate adjonrned.

House adjourned at 8.3 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 23rd September, 1913.
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By the Minister for Works: Regula-
tions, forms, and specimen account books
in connection with roads boards.

QUESTION — TRANS-AUSTRALIAN
RAILWAY ROUTE.

Mr, LEWIS asked the Premier: 1, Has
he noticed on page 11 of the Rail-
way Commissioner’s annaal report a
statement calling attention to the neces-
sity for determining the route of the 4ft.
8l41in, gauge trunk railway in its eoastal
section? 2, Is it the intention of the
(Government to settle this question at an
early date? 3, Before adopting any route
will he give the local and other represen-
tative bodies an early opportonity of pre-
senting many weighty and powerful rea-
sions in favour of the adoption of a rounte
on the south side of the river, and thus
engble the Commissioner to actively pro-
ceed with the works he has in hand?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (for the
Premier) replied: 1, Yes. 2, Investiga-
lions are proceeding. 3, The Government
are ever ready to consider petitions on
such matters,

QUESTION -— PERTH TRAMWAYS
TIME TABLE.

Mr. MOORE (for Mr. Wisdom)} asked
the Minister for Railways: 1, Are the
Perth tramways run to a time table? 2,
Are copies of the time table available to
the publie? 3, If not, will he consider the
advisability of maeking such copies so
available?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (for the
Minister for Railways) replied: 1, Yes,
2, No. 3, The time table is being revised,
and will he issued to the public at the
earliest possible date.

BILL—WATER SUPPLY, SEWER-
AGE, AND DRAINAGE AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading,

Debate resumed from the 25th August.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam):
While agreeing with other hon. members
that the departments should be amalga-
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mated, I do not admit that the amal-
gamation which bas been brought about
by the Minister for Works bas so far
been satisfactory. Everyone who is
familiar with this country knows that
one of the most important questions we
have to deal with is that of water con-
servation and the provision of a cheap
supply of water, whether it be for the
metropolitan area, country towns, such
as Bunbury or Northam, or the pro-
vision of water for the distant goldfields.
We bave a high summer temperature
over a good deal of our cultivated land,
and at the same time we have a fairly
light rainfall. Even in the Sounth-West
we are aware that the rainfall is limited
to the winter wonths, and that water
conscrvation there is a matter of great
importance. We all agree that the best
means of bringing about a cheap supply
of water should be adopted, but this
can only be achieved by the appointment
of responsible officers who will give their
undivided atfention to the work. It is
not a question of sinking a well here
or a well there, or a dam here or a dam
there, but it is a question which must
engage the serious attention of those
whose business it will be to direct opera-
tions in the future. I believe that the
Minister was right in bringing about an
amalgamation of these offices, and I think
he will agree that I ean speak with some
authority. During the time I was Minis-
ter for Lands I saw the need for doing
something as quickly as possible, and it
was arranged that an officer of the Water
Supply Department should be placed at
the temporary disposal of the Agricul-
tural Department. For a couple of years
great work was done by this officer, Mr.
Castilla, but eventuaily the present Min-
ister for Works, on bringing about the
amalgamation, removed the work of eon-
structing dams and weils from the eon-
trol of the Agricultural Department, and
placed it under the eontrol of the Water
Supply Department. At a later stage
I will endeavour to show that the work
which has been done under the Act which
was passed last session has not been as
satisfactory as that which was earried
ont by the officer when he was under the
control of the Agricultural Department.
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I am pleased that we have been given
the opportunity of diseussing water sup-
plies generally. The Minister for Works,
when introducing the Bill, made one of
his characteristic attacks upon the pre-
vious Administration in connection with
the subject matter of the measure, namely,
water supplies and sewerage, and he par-
ticularty dealt with the goldfields water
supply. It is of course my duty to de-
fend the work of the past Administration
and, if possible, to show that that work
was well done, and that sinee the amal-
gamation there has not been any im-
provement brought about. At the pre-
sent time the Minister bas an under
secretary whose duty it is to attend to
these matiers. He has engineers who
have been taken from the Works Depart-
ment. He bas an engineer for irrigation,
an engineer for drainage, and an engineer
for water supply. All these gentlemen are
highly qualified, who ecould and should
do better in the future than it was pos-
sible to do in the past. The Minister for
Works of course claims that the amal-
gamation has led to a considerable sav-
ing. My opinion, however, is that so
far that has not been the case. It may
be, of eourse, that the services of officers
have been dispensed with, and the Minis-
ter may be able to prove that the office
accommodation is costing less than was
the case before. However, it is my duty
to point out just what has happened in
connection with the expenditure to Wwhich
he referred. One of the serious charges
the Minister made against the previous
Administration was that that Adminis-
tration peglecied their duty in regard to
the goldfields mains. Those mains were
a sourece of trouble to everyone. No
one ever anticipated that they would last
for ever. The Minister stated that the
previous Administration were guilly of
negleet. But will the Minister tell us
what might have been done? The pipes
gradnally corroded, and as the days went
by they carried less water. It was known
that their capacity was becoming less,
but there wers no mesns, so far as I
know, to prevent that. Will the Minister
for Works tell ns now what he proposes
fo do in order to stop the corrosion?
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Mr, Taylor: What was the intention of
your Government with regard to that
matter?

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Let is slide.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We did more
than the hon, member who interjected
would ever have thought of doing, but
it was impossible for any Government to
do very mmeh. It might be that the pipes
could have been taken up and cleaned
and the rust to some extent removed. Then
this was not a question which affected
any limited distance. The pipes became
eorroded from one end to the other, and
consequently were bhecoming less useful
than they had been. It was impossible
for the past Administration, just as it
is impossible for the present Adminis-
tration, in two years of office to prevent
this happening. I believe some chemical
is now added to the water by which
means I hope some good will be done. T
want the country to understand that this
difficulty was anticipated, but it came
sooner than it was ever thought it would
by the late Mr. Q’Connor and by Sir John
Forrest. The Minister for Works also
told us that there were no pipes to re-
place those which failed, and his words
in this respeet were, “The difficnlty was
that the Government got down to their
last pipe.” I do not suppose the Minister
for Works expeets us to take that liter-
ally, because he knows that even he him-
self has not used the last pipe. Tu the
yards" at Northam there is a fairly
big supply, and here and there along
‘the line pipes are lying ready for
use. It would be futile to keep a
biz supply on hand, because gradu-
ally the pipes are filling up, and
when the time comes for renewal, it will
be a question of laying down the pipe
line again. T will show the House what
provision was made by a previous Ad-
ministration for the renewal of these
pipes. It is probably true, of course, that
there is no big supply of pipes on hand,
but the Minister is wrong in saying that
the previous Administration should have
ordered a big supply. The Minister has
been in office for two years and has not
ordered one pipe yet. so I understand.
He stated that the pipes ought to have
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been ordered earlier, so as to be avail-
able when they were required. The mem-
ber for Murray interjected that the Gov-
ernment get the pipes from Hoskins', and
the Minister agreed to that. I suppose
that is correct, and that the officers of the
department knew all along where they
could get the pipes when they wanted
them. If they did not know, I would
advise the Minister to ehange his officers.
This is a big work that requires the exev-
¢ise of brains and energy on the part
of the responsible officers. It is no use
having offieers in that department merely
as recorders, and if the Minister says that
Mr. Trethowan did vot know where to
turn for pipes, the svoner he gets 1id of
that officer the better. T would like to
point ont te members of the Honse and
to the country that when Sir John
Forrest instituted thal great scheme, a
great work that only a great man wouid
have proposed, he provided for a three
per cent, sinking fund. That sinking
fund has been aceumulating year hy vear,
and at the end of June, 1912, amounted
to £1,064,000. 1 suppose that to-day it
amounts to something like £1,150,000.
The pipes are not going to blow out in
a few days, or a few months, or even a
few years, and in 12 vears the total cost
of the scheme, including the reservoir,
and pumping stations, will have been re-
paid by the sinking fund. The position
now is that the main eost £1,797,000, and
the sinking fund, whieh is a renewal fund,
amonnts to £1,150,000, so that there was
no want of foresight on the part of those
who fixed this sinking fund and who
were responsible for the scheme. In the
face of those fizures is there anything for
the country to eroak ahout? If we were
going to lose the pipe and require to
borrow the money for the renewal, with-
out having a sinking fund available to
cover the eost of renewal, there would be
canse for alarm, but thanks to the wis-
dom of a past Administration, this ex-
pense has been provided for, and when
we do renew the pipe the publie indebt-
edness will not be more in eonneetion
with this scheme than when it was
first instituted. Could the position be
better? Is there anvone foolish enongh 1o
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suppuse that any pipe that could have
heen laid down, whether wooden, east-
iron, or steel, would last for ever. Of
course it would not, and when the Min-
ister renews this pipe he will provide for
a sinking fund snflicient to cover the
cost of the new main during its life of
usefulness. “As the Minister has eritieised
this work, I should like to know from
him if this sinking fund should not be
added to by the interest which the sink-
ing fund has earned over & good many
years. This is important to the users
of the scheme, because they are now told
that they must pay for the whole of the
scheme, If this £1,150,000 1s invested it
should be earning £30,000 or £40,000 and
it should be eredited with that amount,
and the users of the water should have
that amount allowed off their annual pay-
ments. The annual report of the Gold-
fields Water Scheme for the year 18911-12
is well worth studying. T believe I am
right in saying that it is the duty of
every member of the House, particularly
the members for Collie, Fremantle, and
Subiaco, to read this report and stndy
it carefully. If they do, they will see
that as a business proposition it is a very
good one indeed. General revenue con-
tributes to the sinking fund something
like £25,000 a year, but when we remem-
ber that that amount is only one-third
of the sinking fund, and that at the end
of 12 years the scheme will be paid for
and belong to the people, it must be ad-
mitted that this is a magnificent under-
taking in the interests of the people. OF
course, the scheme is paid for mainly hy
those who benefit specially, particularly
the people on the goldfields, and along
the pipe track. I hope hon, members will
study the figures, and then they will see
that there is no reason for any pessimism
in regard to this great work., The Mimis-
ter also will do well to point out to the
country the true faects in regard to the
sinking fund and the provision for the
renewal of the pipe line. I kmow there is
a pessimistic impression abroad, one
might almost eall it funk, and it would
be well to allay it. I am often told that
the renewal of the pipe line will be 2
tremendous drain on the State, whereas
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Sir Jobn Forrest made provision by
which this renewal would never be any
drain on ibe funds of the country. The
Minister for Works said that the present
Government had spent large sums of
meney on maintenance. The figures in
this report show that in 1909-10 the main-
tenance was £30,000, and in 1911-12 it
was £30,000 again, there being only a
difference of £170 more in 1911-12 than in
1909-10. Yet the Minister complains that
the previous Administration did not do
their duty and that the present Govern-
ment had to find a lot of money from
revenue. 1 hope that the Minister will
continue to find whatever is necessary to
keep the scheme in order, and that the
people will realise that the scheme las
never heen neglected and has always been
a matter of serions econsideration with
past Governments. I want now to deal
with the question of the rating of agri-
cunltural land, The Minister has had some
experience of this business of rating on
the basis of 5d. per acre. The rate is 2d.
to the westward of Northam, 4d. beyond
Northam, and 5d. at Goomalling,

The Minister for Works: There is an-
other proposition 1ow running to over

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Well, I hope it
will not wreck the people.

The Minister for Works: If the peo-
ple sign petilions asking for the water
and are willing to pay this rate, they must
know more than you do.

Hon. J. MITCHELI:: On a basis of 4d,
per acre and 8s. for water it will take at
least 20 per cent, of the gross return
from wool, sheep and lambs on the very
hest sheep land te pay for water, and it
will take 50 per cent, of the gross returns
from the sheep that can be carried on the
poorer lands, Now, the Minister must
know that is not a business proposition,
‘Where sheep solely are carried this rate
could not be faced at all, and it can only
be faced now because farming operations
are provided for.

Mr. Underwood: How much water will
a sheep drink?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I leave that for
the hon. member who represents the pas-
toralists to tell the House, but if it were
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s northern sheep it would drink a good
lot. I want the people to understand
what this water supply means to them.
No management of this scheme will be
satisfactory  unless that management
means cheap water, It is not a question
of supplying the minimum quantity of
water for the revenue needed to cover the
cost of the scheme, but rather of giving
the people plenty of water, and means of
using it. The people of Northam should
get thousands of gallons of water supplied
at 1s, 6d. per thousand gallons, and, I be-
lieve, in South Australia the farmers get
the water for not more than 1s. 4d. T can
assure the Minister that if water is sup-
plied to the farmer at more than 2s. it
will not be profitable, If we multiply the
quantity of water supplied by four and
charge the farmer 2s., instead of 6s., so
that he can use it on a garden, it becomes
a husiness proposition, and the farmer
can use it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): Why should the farmers have it
¢heaper than anybody else?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Because the
farmer keeps everybody else. Fremantle
would be as dead as Julins Caesar but for
the farmer. The hon, member eould not
keep a pile in the Fremantle jetty going
without the farmers, It is not a bit of use
putting down a scheme for the compul-
sory supply of water unless the water ean
be supplied on a eommercial basis. T
can assure the BMinister that if he gets
beyond 2s. per thousand he is asking the
farmers to pay something beyond their
means.

The Minister for Works: Wonld you
suggest that I should give the water to
them at 2s, and make the general taxpayer
pay 4s.%

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I will show in
a minute what rates the Minister is charg-
ing elsewhere. I do not know that the
Minister or his department is capable
of managing this scheme, but if they are
not they must make way for other peo-
ple. Water must be cheap to be of any
use at all.

The Minister for Works: You sup-
plied water to them.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Not beyond 2s.
6d. per thousand.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Works: And you
made the goldfields people pay for it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
went to Doodlakine when the row was on
over the rating, and he told the people
there that he could not reduce the price
of water beeause it would mean a loss of
bundreds of thousands of pounds, al-
thongh his total reeeipts were only
£77,000, and at the very time when he
made that statement he was reducing the
price of water to the goldfields people.
But that is not the point at all. I do not
objeet to the poldfields people getting
the water cheaply; I think that no one
can afford to pay a very high price for
water. I would like to see Perth have a
better and a cheaper supply than it has
got, and I would like to see the goldfields
with a cheaper supply, because it would
mean increased activity and increased ont-
put, and more work for everybody; and,
just as T believe it would be good for the
poldfields, so I believe cheap water will
be good for the farmers. It is not a
hit of use putting the people’s money into
a scheme that amounts to the farmer pay-
ing 20 per cent. of the gross returns from
his stock, and when it comes to paying
50 per cent, it is absurd to face such a
scheme at all. 1 know that men whose
requirements are small are willing to face
anything rather than put up with the
inconvenienee of carting water, and no
une can say that for a year or two it will
no! henpefit them to pay any charges, but
when these schemes are put in they
last a long time, I protested before
against the rating charge and I protest
against this present system of supplying
water to the farmers, and I shall protest
whenever the opportanity is offered. To
Ministers know what a fourpenny rate
plus £5 for each holding means? I
means 6d. per acre per annum for water.
an amount that many people think too
much to pay for the freehold of land,
with a limitation of 20 years against their
6d. per annum. If it is too mueh to pay
for land with a limit of 20 years, it is
too much to load the people with for
all time for water. The trouble is that
this tax bas to be met and the further
tronble is that the rates take away the
profit. In Goomalling the rate is 8s. per
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thousand gallons. Just faney paying 4d.
per acre and a rate of 8s. per thousand
gallons. Water is supplied on the gold-
fields at a much cheaper rate. At South-
ern Cross it is down to 2s. 6d. per
thousand gallons, where the profit
from the mine does not exceed 5
per cent. Where it exceeds 7Y% per
cent. the water 15 3s. 6d. per thousand
gallons at Southern Cross, If it is good
to give the mine owner, who has his mine
on low-grade ore, cheap water the same
system should be adopted in regard to
the farmer. Just compare the 2s. 6d.
at Southern Cross with the 8s. at Goo-
malling, with the 5s. at York, the 5s. 6d.
at Beverley. At all extensions east of
Northam it is 6s., with the exceplion of
Goomalling, where it is 6s. and 8s. per
thousand gallons. Compare the goldfields
charges with the c¢harges made to the
former. True, the mine owners use con-
siderably more water in the one centre,
buot the pumping cost is just the same
whether yon use a lot or a little. We
want the water to be supplied to the
farmers as cheaply as possible, because
cheap water means an inerease of stock.
No one will face the development of the
conniry with water at a high rate. I do
not say that the water supplied from the
Coolgardie main has oot done good. But
I say it onght to be made available ng
a much lower cost than at the present
time. T know the Minister will not agree
with me in this econnection. The idea
of the department is that the farmers can
stand very heavy taxation. I warn the
Minister that before he is many months
older he will have trouble in this con-
nection.

The Minister for Works: You are start-
ing another agitation, are yon?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The Minister can
do very well without me. I had nothing
to do with the previous row; if was my
friends from York and Toodyay. If I
had bad anything to do with it the Mini-
ster could not have got off so lightly as he
did. He did not come off too lightly as
it was, for at the conference he had to
agree to reduce the price of the water.
1 hope the Minister will understand that
T believe the water should be supplied at
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& reasonable rate, but at 6s. per thousand
gallons and a tax of 4d. it is iuiquitous.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Who are the best
Jjudges, the people using it or yon?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The hon. mem-
ber will have an opportunity of speaking
directly, but I may tell him that if the
Minister supplied water at 6s. per thou-
sand gallons to the timber workers there
would be great trouble; they would pull
down the House. But any tax will do
for the farmers, any charge will do for
the farmers. .

Mr. O’Loghlen: The farmer has your
measure,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am told the
farmer bas my measure, The farmer
knows me well; he knows I am his friend.
He has the measure of the hon. member
for Forrest, he turns him down every
time,

Mr. O'Loghlen: You got a fright last
time,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I never had a
fright in wmy life. T want to provide &
slight shock for the member for Forrest.
Lel us see what this report says in regard
to the water supply in agrienltural areas.
Some of the officers seem to be fond of
pulling the Minister’s leg. They tell him
in  this report that he is a magnificent
Minister; there was never a Minister so
capable of doing so much; until this
heaven-sent Minister came along nothing
had been done.

The Minister for Works: They must
tell the truth sometimes.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, they are
not like the Minister, they must tell the
truth sometimes, but they do not say all
they wounld like to say. Here is what
M+t. Trethowan says—

The report by the Engineer for Water
Supply and Sewerage (Mr. Hugh Olad-
ham) and the detailed statements ae-
companving it are particularly useful
and informative. They especially em-
phasise the extremely valuable results
which have attended the policy of the
existing Government in vigorously test-
ing the couniry for well supplies by
boring.

I will show members the magnificent re-
sults attained in a few minutes. I will
show you what Mr. Trethowan says—



1278

Apart from the great value of the
public wells which bave already been
provided over s very wide aves, these
boring operations provide permanent
data for the assistance of settlers in
determining as to the best and cheapest
methods of developing and conserving
water snpplies on their holdings.

No settlement in the country can stand the
cost of sinking each well under this sys-
tem. I have some very interesting maps
here which I_propose to show members
before I conclude. There is a lot in the
report by Mr. Trethowan that ought to
be read. There is one very interesting
paragraph, and this the farmers I think
should remember. It says that for the
farmer there is to be a loan of boring
plants, but for the squatter they propose
another scheme. This will be found on
pages 50 to 52 of the report. They were
going to sink for artesian water in the
North. They were going to use the funds
of the Treasury for this purpose, and if
they struek water the pastoralists would
pay the cost, but if they failed to strike
water the taxpayer of the country was to
pay the ecost. A very good scheme for the
squatter. I wonder the member for Pil-
bara (Mr. Underwood) has not unearthed
it and made it public from one end of the
country to the other. I do not know if
the scheme is in operation, but this is in
the report. If it is so the Minister should
consider carefully before entering on the
work. It may cost some thousands of
pounds to put down bores and if the
bore {urns out fresh, so much the better
for the squatter. If it is salt or the sap-
ply 15 inadequate, so much the worse
for the State. If the water struck is
fresh the payment is to be extended over
a number of years. I helieve in assist-
ing the squatter to obtain wafer, but the
same system should be applicable in
every part of the State. I want the Gov-
ernment to bore for the farmer, and only
charge him when they sue¢ceed. Members
know that tank sinking was largely
availed of by the previons Administra-
tion. I want to point out that the State
had boring dene in Mr. O’Connor’s time,
The ecountry had been tested time and
again. It was known for many years that
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there was only a small chance of getting
a good water supply, and not much c¢hance
of pgetting stock water. But when the
Minister gets info office he says, “The
scheme of my predecessors is no good, we
will put another scheme into operation
and bore for water.”

Mr. O’Loghlen: With highly satisfae-
tory results,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Living up fo the
Minister’s desire, Mr. Oldham reported—
Tank sinking which was being carried
out, up to the period referred to above,
was a failure as a souree of supply, the
tanks (with few exceptions) being dry,
owing to the limited and unsatisfactory
nature of the rainfall during the pre-
ceding winter.

Furtber on he says that most of the
tanks in Angust had water in them, some
a considerable quantity, Last year we
had a very heavy fall in September
which filled a good many dams, Mr. OM-
ham goes on to say—

The departmental records of boring
which had been carried out up to some
fonr or five years previonsly, though
the results were very small in relation
to the expenditure, showed that the
bulk of the boring had been done in
the forest country, but the supplies of
fresh water had been generally found
on or near the edge of sand plain coun-
try.

Boring was carried out in all parts of
the country previously, in fact the whole
eountry was tested. It is not to be sup-
posed that when the amalgamation of de-
partments was brought about there was
much change because the same officials
are still earrying out the work. But these
reports are simply an attempt on the part
of this official, at any rate, to tickle the
ear of the Minister, Again he says—

Some thirty boring plants, which at
the time were stored at Fremantle, were
turned out without a day being lost.

I believe these boring planits were some
that I ordered, and which came to hand
shortly after we left office. The store was
no place for them; they should have been
put inte use at once, and the Govern-
ment should be censured for putting these
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boring plants into the store. In regard to
this boring, Mr. Oldbam says—

Results more than justified the bright-
ast bopes entertained, for within two
weeks from the commencement of
operations, satisfactory results began
to come to hand.

I want the people of the conntry to know
what the satisfactory results were. I be-
lieve that the wells and dams should be
put down. As a matter of fact, they have
gone back on the policy of putting down
dams and abandoned the policy of put-
ting down wells. I believe-that water
sonservation is the right policy for this
eountry, but the people should get the
maximnm quantity of water for the ex-
penditure, and not, as under the present
Administration, the minimum guantity.
We find the average cost of the wells put
down is £300. When we include boring
we find the total number of feet bored
was 71,249, and the cost 6s. 9d. per foot.
There is not a farmer in the country whe
would pot down these bores in sand plain
and spend 6s. 9d. a foot.

Mr. Heitmann: What a splendid expert
you are.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I did not spend
6s. 9d. on 47 feet; it should not cost
9d. a foot fo have jumped these bores
down.

Mr. Turvey: Why not be fair and say
that the amount includes the whole cost
of earting equipment by camels?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I do not suppose
for a moment that the people of this
couniry imagine that these 1,500 bores
were put down side by side, but were
spread over the whole face of the comn-
try, so that the shifting of the plant,
of course, is costly.

Mr. Turvey : Compare that price then
with the farmer’s price.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: When yon have
a cost of 6s. 9d. for 47ft. holes and the
sending of plant too, then I say this
country is not getting a fair deal, and
that this is not a fair eost.

Mr. Foley: What do you reckon a fair
thing for sinking these wells?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: As we have put
down 1,500 of these bores, the people
whe put them down should have had con-
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siderable experience before they were
finished the jcb, and that experience
shonld have meant very much cheaper
working.

Mr. Foley: If miners had been given
the work in preference to farmers, it
would have been done a lot cheaper.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I daresay miners
were employed on this work, and not
farmers. In some cases, I believe, they
sent for miners. I am protesting against
this cost of 6s. 94. a foot for this work.
The total cost of the boring and well-
has been £57,000.
Then Mr. Oldham says—“It is confi-
dently claimed that at least an inereased
value of like amount has been given to
the land in the areas affected by the last-
ing benefit of the past years work.”
That benefit just amounts to this: of
these 1,500 bores put down at the cost of
£50,000, there were 200 bores fresh, and
130 were stoek water. Two hundred ont
of 1,500 fresh and 130 stock water!

Mr. Foley: You blame the Labour
Government for that?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If hon, mem-
bers want to know something about the
method that was adopted, they can turn
up this report; a ecirenlar mark means
no reswlf. These red spots, fresh water.
Why did they want to put down six
holes side by side? Sunrely when they
got fresh water, they got what they
needed, but went on boring probably be-
cause it was a comfortable camp or some-
thing of that kind. Here we have 14
bores, The ecockey wonld have put
down Dis well and got water without that
expense of Gs. 3d. a foot. The map is well
worth studying. Hon. members will see
if they take the trouble to look at the re-
port, where the money goes. Of ecourse,
it is not revenne, it is loan money, but it
should have done a power of work. It
1 not only the present Minister who has
put down more than one hole In one
place; in the Ewollyin area some years
ago they put down a bore in a reserve
on the right spot, and got magnificent
water, but they went on to the road a few
hundred yards away and got another
supply, and put down the well on the
road and not on the reserve,
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Mr. Heitmann: The hon. member paid
Mr. Phillips of Northam for a shaft that
he did not have to sink.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T1If the hon,
member for Cue can say his very keen
supporter Mr. Phillips of Nortbam did
this, I am sure the Minister will see the
amount is recovered.

AMr, Heitmann: He got it from you
and laughed np his sleeve.

Hon. J. MIITCHELL: I am sure a
man would if he got something for no-
thing from me. I confess my misdeeds
always. There was another work under-
taken by the same departmeat in my
time; they let a contract for a road, and
the dav-labour fellows got there first and
put the road in., The contractor came
after, and put another road a few yards
away from the tirst one.

Mr. Lander: How many times did you
twist the Katanning-Kojonup railway?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I would like to
{wist the hon. member’s neck more often.
The Minister told us he would pre-
sent this report, in order that we might
be fully informed of all he did. I am
now asking hon. members if they will
look at the report. Hon. members should
study it very closely indeed. It is of eon-
siderable interest to them because we are
not gelting value for our money at a time
when it is very necessary that we should
do so, Tf hon. members turn up pages 8
to 20, they will see the rTesults obtained
from boring operations. If they turn up
the quantity of water in the wells, they
will find for the most part there is very
little. I want to eall the attention of
hon. members to the supply of water in
the dams. Hon. members know that Mr.
Oldham condemned the tank supplies.
He points out in his report that in Au-
gust most of these dams held a consider-
able quantity of water.  The Minister
will be well advised in continuing to sink
dams. Of course he will need to put
down bigger dams than T was able to do
before there was any water to use when
sinking them. Our trouble was that we
took supplies from the farmers, and had
to limit our energies to a comparatively
small dam in each centre, with the idea
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of going back later on and sinking biz
ger dams here and there thronghout the
agrieultural districts. I have no wish to
tonch upon the sewerage question very
muel, but it has just eome to my know-
ledge thal a three-roomed cottage in West
Perth cost £32 to connect. I suppose the
Minister will say that this is perfeetly
satisfactory, but it does nof seem satis-
factory to me. There are complaints
about the way the work is done and about
the cost of the work. The work is dona
under the day-labour system and 1 be-
lieve it is absoluiely unsatisfactory—as
unsatisfactory as the Ministerial henches,
and just aboni as empty in result. The
leader of the Opposition dealt very ex-
tensively with the question as it affeets
Perth. The Minister said the system of
deferring payment should be limited to
those who eannot pay. The Minister,
however, should remember that when it
comes to assisting the people, for instance,
in connection with the baby bonus or
old age pensions, it is argued that
men should not be pauperised. Pro-
bably we agree with that. If any
exiension of Hme is given to anyone
it should be given to all property owners.
A man might be very rich in property,
but very poor in cash. A man may ex-
pect fo pay {100 and find the Minister
demands £3900 for the work, and it is not
always convenient to pay. I enter my
protest against the rates charged by the
department we are now formning in the
agricultural districts, I hope the Min-
ister will see that his officers do their
duty; they are in charge of millions of
expenditure, they are in charge of a
department which provides great oppor-
tunities. Tt is not a department which
can be controlled by the very best offi-
cials; it must be controlled by the best
business men in the department.

Mr. Foley: Do you agree with Minis-
ters having the right to sack now? You
have been against it for a long while,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T have never
heen against it. and T would have sacked
the hon, member if he had been an in-
spector nnder me,

Mr. Underwood : The hon, member
would bave sacked you.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: The hon. mem-
ber and his party did. I am always per-
fectly willing to admit the truth, They
put us out and the people are very sorry
indeed for it, especially those whe are
getting their houses connected under the
sewerage system, and those who are pay-
ing taxes for water; they are very sorry
indeed, and they will reverse the decision,
and in another year will alter the tune.
I want to refer to the drafting of this
Bill, and ecall attention to certain provi-
sions apart from the general effect of the
measure, I find so far as book-keeping
is eoncerned, that the Minister desires to
set up special authority all for himself.
The book-keeping apparently does not
come under the Trading Accounts Act.
Of course, it might he bronght under, de-
spite Clanse 11. At any rate there are
special provisions made for book-keeping.
Then there is a new idea, that is limiting
the power of the Auditor General, under
this Bill. The Auditor General should
have the fullest possible power. The
Minister smiles, but he has not read the
Bill. The Minister will have to convinee
members sitting on this side that he does
not intend to limit the powers of the
Auditor General.

The Minister for Works: As an ex-
‘Minister you ought to be ashamed of
making such statements.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: As an ex-
Minister the present Minister should be
ashamed to bring down a Bill drafted
like this.

The Minister for Works: As an ex-
Minister you should be ashamed to talk
sueh nonsense.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Why does the
clanse refer to the Auditor General at
all if it is not a limit on his powers?
The Auditor General has full power now.
He need not have been mentioned in the
Bill. The Minister tries bluff too
often; he has bluffed a bit too much in
connection with the Bill. He told us
gravely that the whole of the money
earned will go into revenue, and that all
sums need to be spent from revenue. But
we find all sorts of reservations. We find
the Minister may set aside money for the
purpose of equalising expenses and for
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equalising earnings. He may set aside
money for remewals or for a sinking
fund. The sinking fund is not good
enough for the Minister, and he is going
to determine himself what shall be set
aside. For many other purposes money
may he set aside and may be investel by
the Treasurer. If money is to be invested
this House should be consulted, and if
the Minister wants to put a special sink-
ing fund against a work that is not going
to last very long, the House should deter-
mine what that sinking fund shall be. Tt
would be very dangerous to allow the
Minister to use the revenue earned with-
out consulting Parliament. All moneys
should go into general revenue, and Par-
l3ament should vote all expenditure, even
expenditure in comnection with renewals
or sinking funds. I do not suppese the
Minister wishes to have all these powers
conferred upon him, which are provided
in the clanse. At any rate, so far as I
am concerned he will not have them. Par-
liament should be consnlted in eonnection
with all these matters. Parliament was
consulted when the sinking fund was set
np in regard to the Coolgardie Water
Seheme. The Minister should know
that, for he was in Parliament, I think,
at the time: at all events he was in Par-
liament before the scheme was completed.
I point out the extraordinary provisions
of the measure in order that members
may be ready to deal with them when
in Committee. In the meantime I desire
to say that the amalgamation is right,
even if the administration is not all it
ought to be. However, I suppose that in
time the administration will be altered,
and T hope that when it is altered it will
hecome more sympathetic. To-day we
hear loud complaints of the cost of sew-
erage, of agriceltural water supply, of
goldfields water snpply, and of towns
water supplies. I suppose these com-
plaints are not to be avoided, and that
whatever charge was set up there would
still be complaints; but I think it will be
agreed that the enormons imposis made
under the present administration shonld
canse even the Minister to paose and con-
sider whether or not people shonld get
value for their money. T have no inten-
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tion to object to the second reading, be-
cause I believe the amalgamation neces-
sary. 1 hope the Minister will take some
beed of the warning I have offered this
afternoon. TIf he does not it is his own
fault. I have done my duty in protesting
against the methods of administration,
and I hope that other members will take

up the cause in the interests of the
people.
Mr. LANDER (East Perth): I am

going to support the Bill because I think
it is one of those Bills which this party
s0 often introduces, and which we term
honest Bills. The amalgamation of these
two departments is a step in the right
direction. We must congratulate the
Minister on the amalgamation of the
two departments, and I trust the
Minister will have the backbone to stand
by what he has done, and not be like the
other party and submit to all those see-
tional departments. TLet us hope the
Minister will put the boot into them and
insist upon doing the right thing. What
we want is a reduction of the eost. If
the Minister goes out to East Perth I
am of opinion that, if he has not & body-
guard with him, the pecple out there will
be inelined to stick his head in the filth of
the filter beds. During the whole of the
last twelve months the filter beds in East
Perth, and also the river, have been a
disgrace to the departmeni. I do not
blame the present Government for the
baby we have to carry in East Perth; T
blame the late Government:  for the
scandalous way in which they allowed a
sanitary site to be dumped in the heart
of East Perth, and allowed a beantiful
river to be contaminated. They were
just led by the nose by the so-called ex-
perts. Faney ecalling them experis!
They drave piles 90 feel for the Banbury
Bridge, and were still in slush, Yet we
find the experts of the last Qovernment
going out and paiting a filter hed on 90
feet of slush and expecting it to hold.
‘When the present Minister took charge,
he found the filter beds floating about
like so many corks.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Something
should have been tied down.

that
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Mr. LANDER: This was brought up
before your Government when in power.

Mr, SPEAKER: Ozxder, the hon. mem-
ber must address the Chair.

Mr. LANDER: This grievance at East
Perth was bronght before their party by
the then member for East Perth when he
referred to the filter beds as rising and
falling with the tide.

Hon. J. Mitchell:
along with him?

Mr. LANDER: No. I must give the
Minister a liftle eredit for the advance
he has made; he has given us reinforced
conerete filter beds. I expect they will
be found floating down to Fremanile pre-
sently. The conditions over there at
Tast Perth are simply shocking. If is
a serious question that this thing should
be allowed to exist at Burswood. If will
be remembered that when the late Mr.
Crowder was alive he threatened to take
out an injunction against the city coun-
cil for contaminating the river. 1t vas
going on then.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : That was not the filter beds, it was
the drain.

Mr. LANDER: Here is the Honorary
Minister in charge of the Health Depart-
ment. The best thing to do with him
would be to run plaster of paris down his
neck and stiffen his backbune, so that
he would take action against the city coun-
eil for allewing a nuisance to exist. If
it is a nuisance the Minister is eowavdly
in not eausing his inspectors to do their
duty and take action on the seore of the
drain. The drain has been a numance,
but during the last twelve mouths it has
been overshadowed by the greater nuis-
ance of the septie tank. It is the duty
of the Government to face the question
as men and admit that the tihinz is a
failure. It is a second Fremantle dock,
where £200,000 was sunk. We are gong
to sink a similar sum in BEast Perth. Let
us put in a pumping station and get
it away from Perth at onee. We may just
as well do it as play with it till we are
tired, for we will have to do it jusi the
sswe. It should never have gone into the
river in the first place. There 35 not the
Yeast doubt that the late Government were
led. the same as we are often led, by

Did he bring them
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the nose by a string lield by the experts.
When these experts ‘ead one iulo trouble
they do the disappearing trieck and get
anay. I hope the Minister wili puwt his
foot down before they go too far, A
point made by the member for Northam
(Hon. J. Mitchell) was the cost of con-
nections. There is an outery all over
Perth against the excessive eost in eon-
nection with the sewerage operations.
Mr. S. Stubbs: So there is.

Mr. LANDER: There is not the least
doubt shout it. It is costing too mueh;
but it must be borne in mind that if
one requires a real good job one monst
pay a good price for it. The member for
Northam stated that it cost £80 to con-
nect a small house in West Perth. The
hon, member might have gone further
and fold us the length of drain or the
number of drain pipes required in re-
spect to that place, for these factors make
a considerable difference in the cost of
sewering. T bave had my own done.
Mine was pretty costly, for it ran inte
£42.  Still T have not the least fault
to find with what my own cost me.

Mr. Harper: You have got off lightly.

Mr. LANDER: No; I have had a good
job made, and no doubt it will be paid
for in the fulness of time.

Mr. A. E. Piesse: Did you have it
done departmentally?

Mr. LANDER: Yes.

Hon. J. Mitchell: They charged von
too much.

Mr. LANDER : No; I do not say that.
I was in the building frade myself, when
I used to follow work, and I say that
when you come to see the way the work
is done you eould not expect it at a lower
cost. In some places, of course, as the
member for Northam has stated, perhaps
in hundreds of places in Perth, there has
been an overcharge. Something is radi-
cally wrong, either in the supplying of
materia] or in the cost of ecarrying out
the work. If it is in the supplying of
material, as T think it is, it most cer-
tainly ounght to he altered. This morning
I heard of an instanece. In the train
one plumber was talking to another. He
said he had been on a job and had had
to wait eight davs for a bath. If that
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is the truth, 1 say it is a scandal and
should bhe gone into. FEight days for a
bath at 13s. a day. That is what the
plumber in the train complained of. It
is as T got it from a contractor in Perth,
cutside the House.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): The department does not supply
baths.

Mr. LANDER: Oh yes, it does. I
had a bath supplied by the department
myself, so T know.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You ean get one up-
stairs.

Mr. LANDER: I know I ean, but I
had one from the depariment. If it
is true that a man had to wait eight days
for a bath at 13s, a day, there is £5 4s.
extra charge on that job. No doubt there
is cause for a lot of eomplaint. As to the
cost of the construection of this sewerage
business, T hope the Minister will ga into
it thoroughly, and if the men are to blame
he wili be manly, and do as a business
man, and tramp on them; and if it is
the officers who are to blame he will again
be manly and, like a business man, tramp
on them. Tt is time we brought this
thing to a head. If we do not we -will
have a Royal Commission into it at no
end of expense. T have seen two houses
in course of connection, and the only
thing wanted to finish the two houses
were two small bends. There was a
plumber waiting about at over a pound
a day. These bends would cost only
abont 10d. each. T saw the two houses
myself, so T know that this is eorrect.

. I say it is time the Minister took a stand

and, regardless of whether it is the men
or the officers to blame, determine to do
his duty. If by doing our duty we are
to lose our seats 1 for one am prepared to
lose the Fast Perth seat at the next
election. _But I say the Minister has nol
had a fair eut from some of them. T hope
he will find out who it is who has not
given lim a fair cot, and that he will
then deal with those people as a business
man would and get rid of them. There
is not the least doubt there has been a
lot of delay. ’

Mr. S. Stubbs: You ought to help him.

Mr. LANDER: T will help him at any
time, We are loyal in our party. There
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is no running baeck with us. There is no
cancus crowd with us in connection with
this question. We have & free hand and
are not bound down as some hon. mem-
bers would make the House believe. Be-
fore next summer I would like the Min-
ister to put the filter beds on a better
footing, or to prevent the nuisance down
there. He has promised to send a dredge
along to tear the centre of the river out.
I hope that will be done. If it 1s, it will
remove much of the nuisance which at
present exists. I am glad to see that good
work has been done in connection with
the Perth water supply. The hon, mem-
ber for Northam twitted the Minister a
little about putting a bore down and
about putting wells and dams down.
What did the late Government do? They
initiated a sonitary system to be worked
by the Water Supply Department and
supplied them with no water, During
the last vear they were in office they put
£400 on the Estimates in conneetion wiih
the Perth water supply and there was
practically not a bucket of water to flush
a single closet in Perth before the pre-
sent Minister took charge. 1 understand
it has eost £25,000 alone for the reservoir
to supply water for this purpose. An-
other matter in connection with which I
snpport the action of the Minister is that
of the water supply for farmers. I have
been around amongst the farmers and in
many instances they are prepared to pay
the rate which is being asked. It is much
cheaper for them te pay this rate and to
adopt the scheme which the Minister pro-
poses than to have to keep six or eight
horses to cart water on different days in
the week. It is practically impossible for
any farmer to carry on under such condi-
tions, Where the dams and wells are
being constructed good work is being
done. The hon. member for Northam
quoted 6s. 9d. per foot for boring, but
when we consider the different classes of
material through whiech the boring has
gone, there was no need for the hon.
member to speak as he did. As a mapn
who lias knocked about the goldfields, do
you, Sir, think that the Minister is boring
in sandplain which eould be done at 9d.
a foot? Is it not ridieulons for the hon.
member for Noxtyam fo throw off that
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sort of piffle at us? There was not an
hon. member in the Bouse who took the
least notice when the member for Nor-
tham spoke about boring in sandplain.
Tt is well known that when the bores have
gone down a certain number of feet rock
is struck. Any man who is boring will
tell the lion. member that one cannot bore
through that for £1 or £2 a foot. The
hon, mewber’s rewarks in this eonnection
were neither fair nor econsistent.

Mr. Foley: He is consistent all right.

My, LANDER.: There is not the least
doubt that the Minister will have a seri-
ous difficulty to face in respect to replac-
ing the pipes for the goldfields water sup-
ply. I do not know whether the sugges-
tion iz feasible, but T would like to see
the Mimister introduce the Monier pipe.
If that is done the track ean be renewed
a little at a time. T think it would be
workable and that the Monier pipes would
last considerably longer than the irgn
pipes at present in use. I do not think
the impurities in the water wonld be so
detrimental to the monier pipes as to the
iron pipes, There is another matter to
which the Minister referred and that is
the question of deferred payments in
connection with the extension of the
sewerage scheme. I hope the Minister
wiil not interfere tooc mueh with this ar-
rangement. He may probably have to in-
crease the interest charge slightly, but
there are many men owning two or three
houses who have not the capital to pay
cash for the work of connecting their
properties. The cost of connecting the
smallest house is £25 to £35 and a man
may own such property and the securi-
ties may be all right, but he may not
have the hard cash to pay immediately,
and to continue the deferred payment
system, even if the rate of interest
charged is increased by a quarter or a
balf per cent., would not hurt these peo-
ple any more than it hurts the Govern-
ment when they have to pay higher in-
terest on their loans. I hope the Minis-
ter will eonsider these matters and take
some action in the dirvection I have sug-
gested.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]
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Mr, A, N. PIESSE (Toodyay): This
Bill seeks to perpetuate a measure to
whieh I do not think we ean raise very
much opposition, other than from the ad-
ministrative point of view. If we take
the past year’s work of the Water Sup-
ply Department from the point of view
of a section of the people in my distriet,
we have serious fault to find. Recently
I tabled a motion in this House asking
for the production of certain papers re-
ferring to the extension of the goldfields
water supply to the town of Toodyay.
For some reason it was thought fit by the
Government to debate that question. I
take that as a proof that it is not their
intention to place those papers on the
Table of the House.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : What do you mean?

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: Y take it, it is not
the intention of the Government to fur-
nish these papers; for what reason I do
not know other than, possibly, the con-
difions under which the scheme was ex-
tended to the town——

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : The matter bas not been dealt
with yet.

Mr. A. N, PIESSE: But the adjourn-
ment of the debate was secured.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): The same as with many of the
other motions.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: And I take it that
when the edjournment was moved it was
pot the intention of the Government to
furnish the papers, or we would have had
them without further comment.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : You have no right to make that
statement.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: I have a very
good right to make it and T bope the
Honorary Minister will not draw me fur-
ther. It is fairly safe to say that these
papers will not be furnished to the House.
The econstrnetion I pnt on the working
of the department is that it is conducted
too muek on business lines and not
enongh consideration is given to other
circnmstances. I know of one ease in
which the maximnm peralty for rent has
hecn applied; yet in the case of the gold-
fields considerable assistanee is given to
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those people with the fnll knowledge that
ultimately the country will derive greater
benefits by reason of the assistance
given. As general taxpayers contributing
largely to the loss incurred on the ex-
tension of the water to the goldfields—as
pointed out by the hon. member for Nor-
tham, the sinking fund and interest
amount to a considerable figure—these
old settlers who have paid a fair propor-
tion of such interest and sinking fund
and who do not need the water, are pen-
alised under the present administration
sinee the formation of the department for
further financial aid.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The goldfields pecple
are paying for some of your unprofitable
railways.

Mr. A. N, PIESSE: That is unfair.

Mr. O’Loghlen: It is absolutely true,

Mr, A. N, PIESSE: The hon. member
will have an opportunity directly. He is
something like the saplings in the forests
in his distriet, more bark than substance.
T would like to refer onee more to the
Toodyay extension. We certainly object
to the methods of administration because
they are too much like the pound of flesh
s5ystem.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Where did you pick
that wp 9

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: When the hon.
member has finished, I will proceed.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. A, N, PIESSE: The Minister has
told us that he is now receiving petitions
for further extensions, but he has not
told the House that he has received peti-
tions against the working of this depart-
ment.

The Minister for Works: You always
get petitions against taxation,

Mr. A, N, PIESSE: It would be fair
to mention those against, as well as those
for.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : They are not against the water.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: Tt is a foregone
conclusion that if there is opposition and
it manifests itself in the form of a peti-
tion, that opposition is raised

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mip-
ister}: Is there any opposition against
the water?
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Mr. A. N. PIESSE: There is to pay-
ing the rate. '

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister} : Oh, yes.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE; This water should
be supplied at a muel eheaper rate than
it is being supplied at present. Within
14 miles of the goldfields main it is more
profitably used by the farmers than in
any other portion, The Minister will find
absolute proof that the burden of this
rate is almost intolerable. There are a
few eases in which the water ecan be nsed
at a profit but in the majority of in-
stances £25 and £30 is a serious drain on
these people. The time has arrived when
a little more consideration should be ex-
ercised in the administration of this de-
partment.  Reference has been made to
boring parties. 'We have certainly de-
rived much benefit from the opecrations
of boring parties. Some good wells have
been put down but in some instanees con-
siderable waste, unfortunately, bas oec-
curred in putting down these bores.

Mr. A, A. Wilson: For example, Cook-
ernup.

Mr. A. N, PIESSE: T do not know
about that, but little opportunity was
given to farmers in the back portion of
my district to work on these bores. As
a rule a general staff was employed and
that staff worked right through the dis-
triect. Therefore, no blame 1s attachable
to the farmers for the extra expemse. T
wish that they had had an opportunity
to get some of the money, althengh the
work was expensive. These parties are
putting down bores which are to our ad-
vantage, but probably too many of them
were attempied in a small area. How-
ever, we cannot find too much faunlt with
them,

Mr. Foley : Were not all these contracts
let in the districts where the wells were
to be?

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: I did not catch
what the hon. member said. T feel sure
that the powers sought under this Bill
are reasonable, and I sincerely hope that
when the measure becomes law, as I hope
it will, due eonsideration will be given to
all the distriets, and that where it is not

necessary to inflict this acreage rate and
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supply water at the high cost it is being
supplied at Goomalling, the Government
will as speedily as possible rednce it. The
charge of 8s. a thousand gallons is an
impossible figure. The people agreed to
it in a time of drought, and it was a fore-
gone conelusion that as soon as the good
times returned there would be a strong
opposition to the impost.

Mr. TURVEY (Swan): I welcome
this Bill insofar as T believe that an
amalgamation of the offices of the various
water supplies must lead to more econo-
mical administration, and must alse lead
to grealer efficiency. In order to test
whether that efficieney has prevailed
sinee the nawguration of the scheme of
amalgamation by the Minister, it is neces-
sary to consider Lhe effect upon the main
water supply of the State, the goldfields
water supply. I briefly desire to refer
to one or two matters in connection with
the goldfields water supply scheme, Re-
ference has been: made by previous
speakers to the amount of ecorrosion
which has taken place in the pipes and
to the necessity for renewals, and also to
the constantly inereasing cost. The mem-
ber for Novtham (Hon. J. Mitehell) on
this subject inferred that because a sink-
ing fund was provided for the main
scheme that all that would be necessary
on the part of any Minister controlling
the Water Supply Department would be
practically to go and help himself from
that sinking fund for the works being
earried out. 1 would remind the hon.
member that most of the work which is
being earried on to-day and which is
eosting so much consists of repairs which,
as was rightly pointed out by the Min-
ister in his second reading speech, are
largely due to neglect on the part of the
past Administration.

Hon. J. Mitehell: What neglect?

Mr., TURVEY: T will refer to that
if the hon. member will possess his soul
in patience. The leader of the Opposi-
tion declared that whenever the engineers
in charge of the pumping stations, or the
officers aunpervising the scheme required
anything done, the matters were readily
aitended to by his Administration. I
have had the opportunity recently of see-
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ing some work which is being earried out.
Only a few days ago work was put in
band which was approved by the Daglish
Government and one could not help think-
ing when the member for Northam was
speaking, that that hon. member had very
little practical knowledge regarding the
30-ineh main, He may have some little
knowledge regarding agrienltural water
supply extensions, but even there the hon.
member’s contention was that the priee
per thousand gallons o the farmers had
a bearing on the subject and he thus
showed his ignorance on that matter. My
desire at the present time is to refer to
some of the matters in connection with
the goldfields water supply scheme, but
more particularly to the 30-inch main,
and the various pumping stations, Take
the No. 1 station at the weir. The ahso-
lute necessity of having exposed the sue-
tion pipes which conneet the weir with
the No. 1 station has been pointed ont for

years past,

Hon. J. Mitchell: That is a small
matter.

Mr. TURVEY: That interjection

again shows what a limited knowledge
of this subject the hon. memher has,

Hon. J. Mitechell: (At any rate, it is
not a very grave matter,

Mr. TURVEY: Tt was sp grave a
matter that it took 50 or 60 men a con-
siderable lime to make the necessary ex-
cavations to uncover these pipes. Does
the hon, member realise that if anything
went wrong with the valves in those sue-
tion pipes, or with the pipes themselves
leading from the weir to the No. 1 station
that inside a week the whole of the gold-
fields would be without water? The ne-
cessity for attending to this matier was
known to the past Administration when
they had control, but nothing was done
and it has been left to the present Min-
ister for Works to attend to the matter.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Then the late AMr.
(’Connor was wrong?

Mr. George: What has all this to do
with the Bill now? '

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
The hon. member may proceed.

Mr. TURVEY: It is all very well for
hon. members to ask what all this has to
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do with the Bill, T would advise the mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington to read the
Bill.

Mr. George: T have read it.

Mr. TURVEY: Then the hon. member
shows his absolute lack of brains.

Mr. George: Hear, hear. That is the
highest compliment you have paid me.

Mr. TURVEY: I am endeavouring to
prove that these matters have a great
bearing indeed on the upkeep of the 30-
inch main, and that they did not receive
attention in the past, for the simple rea-
son that the expenditure was regarded as
too big to bhave to roeet, and it has been
left to the present Government to find all
the money necessary in order to earry out
the important work.

Mr. George: On a pomt of order, is
the hon. member in order in diseussing a
matter which has nothing to do with the
Bill %

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is
the point of order?

Mr. George: That the hon. member is
not dealing with the Bill; he is dealing
with the pipe main and the pumping
machinery.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The mem-
ber for Northam and other hon, mem-
bers have spoken on similar lines and I
do not intend, therefore, to stop the hon.
member for Swan,

Mr. George: Then they were all out
of order.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: [The hon.
nmember is not in order in making that
remark; he must withdraw it,

Mr, George: I withdraw,

Mz, TURVEY: T was pointing out the
necesgity for keeping the 30-inch main
in as perfeet order as possible, and I
was also endeavouring to point out that
in the past efforts had not been directed
towards maintaining that line as was re-
quired, and that owing to the neglect and
the failure of past Administrations to
give to those controlling the Water Sup-
ply Department sufficient money to en-
able them to attend to repairs, the whole
of the work to-day is falling on the pre-
sent Administration. I would advise the
member for Northam and the member for
Murray-Wellington to take a ron out
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some afternoon to the works which are
being carried on near the No. 2 pumping
station and see for themselves what is

being done.

Hon. .J. Mitehell: Yes, if you let us
have a ear.

My. TURVEY: The hon. wmembers

would then see the effect the corrosion
has had upon the main, '

Hon, J. Mitchell: What bas that to do
with the Bill¢?

Mr. TURVEY: 1 also want to point
ont to hon. members that the condition
of the main is infinitely worse towards
the goldfields than it is nearer the No, 2
pumping station,

Mr. George:
that?

Mr. TURVEY: The earth to a great
extent, not the member for Murray-Wel-
lington. I am not blaming past Admin-
istrations for the corrosion of the pipes.

Mr. George: They used the wrong
material ; they were warned against it.

Mr, TURVEY: I will have a little to
say about that later on. The pipes at
present being unearthed between the No.
1 and the No. 2 pumping stations are not
as badly eorroded as those taken out fur-
ther along the line.

Hon. J. Mitchell :
vent the corrosion?

Mr. TURVEY: The prevention is al-
ready taking place to a great degree by
the money expended by the present Ad-
ministration., In the past it was koown
that the lime treatment was necessary,
but a primitive appliance was used at
the No. 2 puinping station and it was pro-
posed to the present Minister controlling
the department that, in order to eope with
the eorrosion and to give a fair oppor-
tunity for the lime treatment to operate,
it would be necessary to erect a large
reservoir at the No. 1 station. This work
has been ecarried out at the cost of many
thousands of pounds by the present Ad-
ministration. While speaking on this
matter of the lime treatment I would like
{o remind the Minister for Works of the
necessity, in order o give the treatment
a fair chance, to see that the quality of
the lime used is the best that ean he pro-
enred. I am given to undersiand that

is to blame for

‘Who

How can you pre-
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much of the lime that is nsed contains
only about 50 per cent. of lime, and I be-
lieve the quantity being used at the pre-
sent time is about 25 tons a month, T
would advise the Minister to take the op-
portunity of examining some of that lime.
T believe it is costing the depariment
something like £3 a ton landed at the
lime treatment works at the No. 1 pump-
ing station. If that be so one wounld ex.
peet they would be able to get a good
class of lime. The necessity for good
lime for that particular work can be
borne home to laymen when one con-
siders the effect that the grit in any lime
may have on the expensive machinery
that is in operation at the No. 1 pump-
ing station. I had the opportunity a
few days ago of examining the effect of
the lime on the internal coating of the 30-
inech main, and I found in one pipe that
was only a few days ago removed near
the No. 2 station that almost the whole
of the inside had been covered over with
a very light ecating of lime which had
adhered to the surface. It has been found
that the coating of lime adds eonsiderably
to the life of the pipes. A great quantity
of sludge has been found inside the pipes,
so much so thal to-day the diameter of
many of them has been considerably re-
dueced.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. TURVEY: I was endeavouring to
show the necessity for the amalgamation
of these offices as provided for in this
Bill, and to show that by the concentra-
tion, which must necessarily follow the
amalgamation of offices, we would bhave
an increase in efficieney, and I wanted to
show the necessity for such cencenira-
tion owing to the defective state of the
30-inch main of the Goldfields Water Sup-
ply. So acute bas the position become
that to-day some of the pumping stations
have found it necessary to make an alter-
ation in the pumps and to go to a con-
siderable amount of expense in reducing
what are called the plungers. On No. 2
stalion they bhad to reduce the plunger
from 15 inches to 13 inches, and I notice
in the report of the Chief Engineer he
makes reference to this matter. He re-
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ports “A change has been made in the
plunger on pump at No. 7 pumping sta-
tion to enable it to force water through
the mains, the inereased friction due to
the corrosion having rendered this neces-
sary.” Tt bhas been said that these matters
are outside the scope of this Bill. I main-
tain that in order to show the necessity
for the concentration of the offices it is
necessary to show the defective state of the
main to-day. We have what is known as
& 30-inch main, and it is proved by the
sections of the pipe that have been taken
up at various times, and some which
are being removed to-day, that the diam-
eter has been reduced from 30 inches to,
in some cases, as low as 22 inches, which
further goes fo prove the Minister's con-
tention that there has been a considerabie
increase in the cost of the up-keep of the
stations and the maintenance of the mains
generally, I referred earlier in the even-
ing to the eorrosion which was to be seen
in some of the pipes at present being
removed near No. 2 pumping station, but
there is not only the internal corrosion
and the collection from the lime treat-
ment, but there is also erosion taking
place on the outside of the pipes. This,
I believe, from an examination of the
pipes, has been found to be due, not only
to the effect of minerals in some of the
soils, but also to the defective coating of
the pipes, and that brings me to another
important matter. The Minister pointed
out in his second reading speech that
there were practically no pipes on hand,
or very few. I believe that most of the
pipes they are utilising now for the three
miles of deviation that is being put in
are coming from what are known as the
by-pass pipes at varions pumping sfa-
tions. It will be necessary, hefore many
years are passed, judging from the
state of the pipes that are being removed.
to renew almost the whole of the 300
odd miles of 30-inch main. That being
so, I understand that the Governmenti
have already seen the necessity for tak-
ing action with a view to getting a full
supply of pipes. In this connection, I
trust that the rumour which is eunrrent
is not correct, that an order for pipes is
waing given to a foreigm firm.

The Minister for Works: It is true.

Mr. TURVEY: I regret to bear the
Minister say that it is true, but I hope
he will be able to make bis case clear to
the House and to the country and show
that it is absolutely necessary that this
order should hawve been placed with a
foreign firm,

Mr. George: Do yon mean somehody
outside of Western Australia?

Mr. TURVEY: Outside of Australia.

Mr. George: Oh!

Mr. TURVEY: I regret to hear the
Minister say that this is necessary. I
believe in all probability it wili be found
that an order bas been placed with a Ger-
man firm.

Mr. Heitmann: They are not foreign.

Mr. TURVEY: Judging from the hon.
member’s interjeetion, that will meet with
his approval. I believe that the firm
which manufactured the original 30-inch
main submitted a price to the Govern-
ment, and so effective have those pipes
and the particnlar ecoating which was
placed upon them proved, that I hope
the Minister will consider very carefully
before he does decide on the importation
of pipes from Germany, and that he will
also carefully weigh the diffieulty that
may arise owing to the coating of the
pipes being injured in transit. It is
proved beyond a shadow of a doubt that
where the coating has been injured in
the present main, erosion from outside
has set in, so that if these pipes are im-
ported from Germany, it will be neces-
sary on their arrival bere, I take it, for
the Government to have a speeial plant
to provide for their proper recoating
before they are laid in the ground. I
trust that when the Minister is econsider-
ing the prices of any local pipes and those
from the Eastern Siates, he will take
into consideration the increased cost of
the imported pipes in the direction T
have indiecated, Now that the officers are
amalgamated, I hope that the officers in
charge of the Goldfields Water Supply
will concenirate their attention on the
necessity for taking some action in con-
nection with the quantity of salt which is
constantly increasing in the water in the
<atchment aren. I believe it is estimated
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that at the present time in the water
at the weir there 1s some seven thousand

tons of salt. It has been said that the
constantly inereasing quantity of salt in
the water is due to the mistake that was
originally made in the early days in ring-
barking a great part of the catchment
area. If that was the case, it will not
be many years, judging from the rapid
growth of the younger timber on the
catchment area, before that defect will
be remedied. However, if attention is
being direcied by the present Govern-
menl, or if it is the intention of the Min-
ister to direet his attention to the neces-
sity for preserving the green timber on
the whole of the catchment area, I trust
he will concentrate his attention on the
timber mills that are operating in some
parts of that area. Another point T
think the Minister controlling the Water
Supply Department should take into con-
sideration is the unfair manner in which
some settlers are being treated in some
of the pewer catchment areas. For in-
stance, in the Darling Range distriet,
some 12 months ago, a catchment area
was declared, and naturally restrictions
were placed upon the settlers there, but
restrictions to such an extent that they
have interfered verv much with the de-
velopment of their lands and have also
interfered materially with the living that
they tvere deriving from the lands situ-
ated in that recently deelared catechment
area. Whilst I recognise the tremendous
amount of expense involved, still, at the
same time, I do think it would be
only fair to those settlers when a catch-
ment area is declared to use every pos-
sible means to buy the people out and make
them a fair offer, and not to place restrie-
tions upon them and impose extra taxes,
and, by constantly hampering them in
this direction, ultimately force them off
their lands. I notiee in the pinth report of
the Goldfields Water Supply Administra-
tion reference is made to the fact that
about 82 per cent. of the catchment area
is to-day in possession of the Crown. I
hope the Government will try to resume
the balance, treating those seitlers fairly
by buying them out, and if they are ask-
ing an exorbitant figure, fix some form
of arbitration and resume the land. If
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that is done I hope the mistake will not
be made that was made in the past of
buying a settler out and then allowing
him with that money to purehase out
some poorer seltler, so that he, being in
a befter position, might sit tight and
wait until the Government came along to
offer him some larger figure for the land.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Has thai heen donef?

Mr. TURVEY : That was in the previ-
ous Administration. I have not known a
single case to oceur during the present
Administration. Iam just offering a word
of warning te the Minister in case he
should fall into the errors of the past
Administration, The hon. member for
Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell), in referring
to the report on water supplies in the
agricultural areas, pointed out that the
cost for boring for water supplies was
Gs. 9d. per foot, and he mentioned the
faet, too, that this was in sand-plain
country., Evidently the hon. gentleman
thought the sand-plain went right down.
If the hon. member had only been fair and
referred to pages 10, 11, 12, and 15
of the report he would have seen there
the actual boring that teok place and the
nature of the country. ‘

Hon. J. Mitchell: I have.

Mr. TCRVEY: One needs only to
glance at the last column, the remarks, to
find there that a preponderance of the
country was ironstone and conglomerate
granite, hard cement. Yet the hon. mem-
ber wonders at the cost being anything
more than 9d. per foot? I would like to
see the hon. member himself delving
through some of this conglomerate and
endeavouring to earry out the work at a
cost of 9d. per foot. One bas only need
to glanee at the map displayed in the
preeincts of this Honse for some time
to see the amount of work ecarried out
by the present Government in connection
with water supplies right throughout the
arrienltural areas of Western Australia.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Most of it is ours.

¥r. TURVEY: The map shows prac-
tically the whole of that country dotted.

Hon. J. Mitehell: We dotted it before
their time.

Mr. TURVEY : The hon. member dotted
it without a doubt, and one has only to go
out to the farming districts to find out.
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Hon. J. Mitehell: Find out what$

Mr. TCRVEY: T leave it to the hon.
gentleman himself to find out. It has been
proved that many of the dams that were
sunk were sunk in unsunitable places, and
(hat many of them were not holding water.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Very few,

Mr. TURVEY : A fair number of them,
It has been proved that such was the case,
and the present Ministry rightly carried
out the prineiple of boring to test the
water supply. I am not saying that all
the dams that were sunk were of the
nature I have referred to. 1 know some of
them proved very beneficial to the seitlers,
but it can well be proved that the pres-
ent Administration has carried out con-
siderably more work, tenfold the amount
so far as the water snpply thronghout the
agricultural areas is concerned. I regret
to say that in many ecases very little
grafitude has been shown for the good
work that the Minister for Works has
carried ont in this respect. The Minister
for Works in his second reading speech
made reference to the drainage hoards,
and T am pleased to hear him say the
Government were superseding the drain-
age boards in many cases. They bad to
do so for the simple reason that some of
the drainage boards were not rating
themselves at all, and it was absolutely
necessary for the Government to step in
. and do something in this direction. I
just want before concluding to make re-
ference also to the necessity for some
caution being displayed in eonnection with
the supply of firewood to the pumping
stations, T have it on very good author-
ity that in one particalar instance ex-
plosives were used in getting that fire-
wood from the bush. One needs only to
have a very slight acquaintance with the
use of explosives to know that if a plug
of dynamite or gelignite happens to be
teft in one of those logs, and it is put
into the furnace at the pumping station,
up may go a few thousand pounds’ worth
of machinery. T trost that eaution will be
displayed in this direction, T believe it is
not general for the Water Supply De-
partment to allow the use of explosives
in providing firewood. Much depends of
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course on the nature of the explosive
used.

Mr. George:
dynamite.

%

Mr. TURVEY: I feel that a word of
warhing is necessary in this direction.
The hon. member for Tocdyay (Mr. A. N.
Piesse) referred to the Toodyay water
snpply; and if I may be pardoned for
being what may be termed parochial in
this matter, I want to refer to the neces-
sity for some places sitnated very oclose
to the Mundaring Weir iiself being given
an adequate water supply. Probably the
Minister will tell me in reply that this
particular desired supply to which I refer
is not a paying one at the present time.
T refer now to the water supply required to
serve Smith’s Mill, Darlington, Swan
View, and Parkerville, and 1 believe that
if the Minister asked his officers to have
an estimate taken to find out what the
valuations are, and what rates would be
collected, it would be ascertained that
that supply would be a paying one almost
from the ineeption. I helieve the Minister
bas proved his ecase to the hilt, that is the
necessity for continuance of the amalga-
mation which was brought abhout by the
introduction of the Bill some twelve
months ago.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (in
reply) : I do not desire to take up much
time, but I feel there are just one or two
remarks T should like to make in reply,
more particnlarly to some of the eom-
ments offered by the leader of the Op-
position. Before deing so, I want to say
that I was somewhat amused at the re-
marks of the hon. member for Northam
{Hon. J. Mitchell). I do naot propose
to take them very seriously because the
hon. gentleman is getting notorious for
putting up impossible propositions, pro-
positions that he eould not possibly face
when he was Minister himself.

Hon. J. Mitehell : I was never Minister
for Works.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member is now endeavouring to get
the present Government to take on this
proposition with a view to inereasing the
burden upon the people generally, in
order that one section should gain an ad-

Gelignite burns, so does
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vantage. Lel me say with regard to the
rating of agricultural land that that mat-
ter had been before the previous Govern-
ment before the present Government tock
office, that the farmers throughout the
eastern agrieultural belt bad urged that
the rating should be introduced so that
tbey should get some ecomprehensive
seheme of water supply from the Mun-
daring Weir, and to prove that this was
requested I may say a meeting was called
at Kellerberrin, a meeting of farmers.
These farmers agreed to a 5d. rate if
they could only get the mains extended.
Consequently we find that the farwers
themselves, before ever the Government
took ac¢tion at all, had petitivned for
these extensions, and had agreed to a rate
of 6d. per acre, not 4d. as the present
Government imposed. The people of
this State have been carrying a propor-
tion of the sinking fund of the Goldfields
Water Supply for a number of years,
and this burden will be increased as years
roll on, for the very reason that we are
going on largely with the extensions in
the agricultural areas. The part of the
scheme that is paying, in the sense that
one can apply the term “paying” to the
Goldfields Water Supply, is the goldfields
portion, and it is a remarkable fact that
sinee the amalgamation of these depart-
ments, or since the present Government
took office, that although a number of the
goldfields that had previously been sup-
plied have reduced the consumption, still
the fact remains that east of Southern
Cross the revenue bas been maintained,
clearly indicating that, althongh the
consnmption in a number of goldfields
centres has been reduced, still the faet
remains that by good admirnistration the
revenue has been maintained. If we take
the more recent fields or mines that have
heen opened, the Bullfinch, Marvel Loch,
and Weston’s, we find they are all pay-
able propositions in the sense that you
can apply the term ‘“payvable” to the
Goldfields Water Supply, becaunse we
know none of these is paying the full
eost, charging up interest and sinking
fund, but it is when we come down in
the agrienltural disiriets that losses are
apparent, and it is no use for the hon.
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member to talk of a reduetion so far as
the agrieultural supplies are concerned,
when the State is doing more for the
agriculturist now than for any other eon-
sumer from the Goldfields Water Supply.
I have said repeatedly that if reduection
is to be made the goldfields people should
get the first consideration. When speak-
ing at Doodlakine T said that if a redue-
tion were made it would mean hundreds
and thousands of pounds, because I ob-
jected to make a reduction and leave
the goldfields people out of considera-
tion. It would be unjust, and T know the
Present Government wonld never he a
party to injustice of that deseription.
The hon. member goes on to state that if
we give the mines water at 2s. 6d. per
thousand, why do not we give it to the
agricultural districts? Over and over
again I bave explained the difficulty in
that regard. A mine takes the supply
and you have no difficulty in geiting the
full quantity rated at 2s. id. per thonsand
into that mine, but if we are going to
assume that the agriculturist will eonsume
all the water he is entitled to in eon-
sideration of the rate, it would mean such
a large amount as to make the proposi-
tion impossible. The only way we ean
give the agrieultural supply is making
the main as cheap as we ean. Tt is the
main that costs the money. We do not
charge the agrieulturist anything for the
30 inch main or for the Mundaring Weir,
only for the extension itself, and in order
to keep it down to the minimum of cost
we are making the main as small as we
possibly ean, and even with these pre- -
cantions and striking the rate the hon.
member takes exception to, they are not
a paying proposition to-day as we are
not charging up full capital ecost in re-
gard to the supply they are reeeiving.
Then the hon. gentleman went on to state
that the rate at one place was 2d, and at
another 4d. That is in accordance with
the promise made by the Government.

Hon. J, Mitchell: T was not objecting;
I merely mentioned it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Well,
we will allow that point to pass. But T
want to emphasise again that it is im-
possible under existing conditions to even
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think of bringing.about a reduetion in
regard {o the charges for the Goldfields
Water Supply administration, and I want
to emphasise the faet that the greatest
care is necessary in order, not to bring
about a reduction, but rather to prevent
an increase in the price, because the way
the scheme is run the operating costs are
going up so extensively that it will be
very diffienlt indeed to keep the burden
now placed npon the taxpayer down to
normal level. T just state these facis to
show that it is impossible; and as a
matter of fact, no Government could
make any alteration on the existing eon-
ditions without doing grave injustice to
the people generally. Then the member
for Toodyay (Mr. A. N. Piesse) spoke
in regard to one or two matters, but as
“that hon. gentleman has a motion dealing
directly with the question I will take the
opportunity of speaking when the motion
is bafore the Chamher, There are one or
two points T want to explain in regard
fo the utterances of the member tfor Swan
{Mz. Turvey). More partienlarly did he
mention the faet that we recenilv let a
eontraet to a German firm for the supply
of pipes. We did get one tender for an
Australian supply, but the date of supply
made it absolutely impossible for us to
_give it consideration, apart altogether
from the question of finance. Time is the
essence of the contract. We must get
fhese pipes at the earliest possible
moment, and consequently when the de-
livery was to be within reasonahle limits
for the imported pipes it was impossible
for us to consider the local manufaeturer.
Mr. 8, Stubbs: Arve there many tons?

The MTNISTER FOR WORKS: Yeos,
it is a nuestion of a eontraet for £15.000.
Then again, the quality of the imported
pipe is superior. In the first place it is
one-sixteenth of an ineh thicker. which
is a eonsideration. Then the method of
mannfacture and the jointing is, in the
opinion of the expert officers, so sup-
erior that the cost of maintenance will
he econsiderably less as compared with
that of what we know as the locking bar
pipe. Therefore, apart from the special
point we had to eonsider of the time of
supply. the pipe is superior. the cost of
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maintenanee of the pipe will be less, and
the amount of the tender was consider-
ably less than that for the Anstralian
manufactured article. Then again, this
firm proposed to manufacture in Western
Australia. But we know well that if we
did enconrage these people to establish
their works in Western Australia for the
sake of the comparatively small contract
we have to give them to-day, they would
at the end of that contract raise a new
question, as other private firms have done,
and say “You have encouraged us to ws-
tablish our works here, induced us to
bring men from the Eastern States, men
who had to break up their homes to come
here, and now you are going to throw
them out of work and we are to have
our machinery left on our hands” Tt is
an undesirable position. I say it would
he done in this case becawse of the ex-
perience we have had in regard to the
manufacturers of rolling stock, the mann-
facturers of pipes, and other manufac-
turers who have claimed that because we
rave them one contraet and encouraged
them to come to Western Ausiralia, we
are in duty bound fo keep them going in-
definitelv. ’

Mr. George: But those people you ars
thinking of were specifically invited to
come here.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt
was wrong,

Mr. George: It was the policy of the
time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then
T say the policy was wrong. It is wrong
for the State to encourage those people
to come here and to think that because
they come we are bound to keep them
going with contracts irrespeetive of their
prices. They take up the attitnde that
once here, irrespeetive of the prices of the
imported article, they must get this eon-
sideration, We have had experience of
coniracts let for commodities really nof
required, We have given these people
contraets simply to keep them going and
to keen their works and their men em-
ployed. T do not desire to encourage
that sort of thing, beecaunse we have too
many sich bnrdens in Western Australia
already. But that was not the main fae-
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tor. What 1 wish to emphasise is the
puint that we can get the imported pipes
within the time we want them, when it jis
imperative that we should get them. Tt
was that which weighed with the Gov-
ernment principally in regard to the
supply of these pipes,

Mr. Turvey: Have you any convineing
proof of their superiority ¢

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The
only convincing proof I have is the atfi-
tude of the expert oflicers, who are very
emphatic indeed in regard to that ques-
tion,

Mr. Monger: Do you always take their
adviee?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
when they have a definite proposition
submitted to them and give a definite re-
ply to that proposition; but when we
come to railway routes, where other con-
siderations are submitted, it is a different
question altogether.

Hon. J. Miteheli: Are you going to try
the wooden pipes?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
are submitting the wooden pipes to spe-
vial tests in various parts of the State.
I regret to say that those put into the
Goldfields Water Supply at Coolgardie
liave not proved a sueccess, and quite re-
cently we had to take them out again.
There are special reasons for that, which
I do not propose to go into at the present
time. In Albany and in the metropolitan
area we are trying these wooden pipes
to see whether they are the suceess which
they are claimed to be by the manufae-
tarers. Then the member for Swan spoke
of timber being conserved on the ecateh-
ment area. We are extremely anxious ‘o
conserve all the green timber we possibly
ean on that catchment. Unfortunately a
mistake was made in ringbarking quite a
large area of the catchment. I say a mis-
take was made, becanse we find the sait
has been inereasing of late so extensively
that we have had to take special precaun-
fions to overcome the difficulty in that
rerard, and the experts are of opinion
that the only way of obviating it per-
manently is to let the timber grow again
and prevent the destruction of any fur-
ther zreen timber on the eatchment area.
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It is diffieult 1o drive everyone off the
catechment area who is ‘getting timber, but
that will be done as opportunity offers,
until, in course of time, we will have thz
timber properly protected against
truction. 1o regard to the
supply for Smith's Mill, the
member anticipated my reply. It is
net a business proposition, The
member for Toodyay (Mr. A. N. Piesse)
said there was too much business in re-
gard to the Water Supply Department,
We are twitted by quite a number of our
critics with not being business men, with
the taunt that we do not apply business
methods in our departments. But jmme-
diately we try to run a department on
business lines we are told that there is
too mueh business about it, and that we
should give some consideration to the in-
direct benefits. In regard to Smith’s Mill,
iti s not a bosiness proposition. The loss
would be greater even than that on the
agricultural supplies, and they are a big
enough burden to carry. But the hon.
member ig of opinion that the data on
which our estimates were prepared were
collected two years ago, and that the in-
erease of population in that particular
area has been so extensive during the last
two years that it is quite a different pro-
position to-day. While T am not prr .
pared to altogether coniradict the hon.
member in that regard, I would point
out that our data was cotlected on the as-
sumption of striking a minimum of £1
per annum per assessment. As the hon,
gentleman knows, the minimum rate is
£]1 per annum, and it wounld take a fair
amount of improvement on a particalar
block to increase it above the minimum,
So, although there may he a house buil:
on a particular bloek, it does not follow
that the erection of that residenece would
increase the valuation fo such an extent
as to raise it above the £1 minimum. How-
ever, it may be so, and there will be no
harm in making investigations when op-
portunity offers; but at the present time
the department is o very busy in other
directions that T cannot say it will be done
immedialely. Still, it will reeeive atten-
tion. Now, in regard to one or two ma'-
ters raised by the leader of the Dppos'

des-
waloer
hon,
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tion, if the hon. gentleman had been in
his place, I would have dealt pretty fully
with the different points he raised; in
the circumstances I do not propose to
go very deeply into them. One of the
principal questions raised by him—and it
bas been raised by others—is what they
allege to be the excessive cost of house
connections in Perth and Fremantle. [
would point out that we do not bind any-
one to go to the department and use de-
partmental methods. Everybody is open
to go to a private contractor. As a mat-
ter of faet we encourage them to go to
outside contractors to have their work
done. The fact remains that nine-tenths
of the people bhave come to the depart-
ment for the departmental methods.

Mr, Allen: Is that not because thex
cannot afford to pay right off?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No,
that is absolute nonsense. As a matter of
fact, they will have to pay in any case.
When the Bill was passed it was never
intended that all and sundry should take
advantage of the deferred paymeni syvs
tem with interest at five per cent.

Mr. George: That is no excuse for
waking exzorbitant charges.

The MINISTER ¥OR WORKS: I am
not making any exeuses. I am veplying
to the eharge levelled by hon, members
that the cost is escessive. I say 'these
pecple are not bound to come to ns. No
one is bound to use the departmental -
thods. They can go and use the outside
contractor.

Mr. S. Stubbs: The contractor cannot
wait for his money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There are private contractors doing de-
ferred puyment conneetions.

Mr. Ailen: Who is doing it?
ought to make it publie.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Quite
a number of them, and we find by com-
parison {hat the departméntal work is
cheaper {han that done by the contractor.
We draw comparisons regularly, and that
has been proved, What is more, the work
is cheaper in “Western Australia, all
things considered, than it is in Sydney.

Mr. Taxlor: What is the eomparison?
What is meant by “all things con-
sidered ¥

Yaon
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*The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
pay a little more in wages; the cost gen-
erally in Western Australia is at least
five per eent. more than in the Easteri
States. It is not limited to sewerage con-
neetions, but applies generally. There is
no need for any one to be limited to de-
partmental work; he can go to the out-
side contractors and get his work dons,
But the fact that so many come lo the
depariment is evidence that they prefer
the departmental system, because, while
it may be in some instances a little dearer,
vet the property owner gets a guarantee
of good work, and he prefers good work
even at a little hagher cost.

Mr. George: Their coming fo the de-
partment is no reason why the charges
should be exorbitant,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
have stated definitely that in my opinion
the charges are not extravagant, I say
they compare favourably with charges
made in Sydney and with those of private
contractors,

Mr, George: If they were proved to
be exorbitant you would be prepared to
consider them?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. gentleman must bear in mind that
people are constantly coming along and
com)daining of the high cost of connec-
tion. Weekly, almost daily, we are get-
ting these eomplaints. A man will come
in and say, “I eame to your department
and you estimated the cost of connection
at so much, and the actual cost is s0 mueh
more.” But when one comes to probe
the thing one finds that the owner of the
property came to the department and
said he wanted such and such a bath, that
he wanted other eonnections, and that he
wanted the eheapest possible. But when
the plumber went on the job, the wife
turned round and said, “I do not want
those eonneections; I want something bet-
ter.” Immediately we put in the hetter
eonnections a complaint is made of the
increased cost.

Mr. George: But you would not do that
against the order of the owner.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
position is that the wife generally con-
trols that sort of thing, and T found in
investigating quite a number of cases that
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the extra cost is due to the fact that they
will get a superior ariicle, and to the
very laudable desire to have the home
as nice and comfortable as it is possible
to et it, so far as the sewerage connection
is concerned.

Mr. George: She is not much of a wife
to run her husband into an extravagant
bill for sewerage connection.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Very
often the husband is a party to it.

Mr. George: Then he is to blame,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Sometimes he does not realise what the
extra cost will be.

Mr, Allen: Would yon consider £82 ex-
cessive for the connections and fittings
for a three-roomed jarrah cottage?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
would all depend on the fittings,

Mr, Allen: The only extra convenience
was an enamel batb, which cost €7.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
think the bon., member must be wrong.

Mr. Allen: No, 1 am not; T am pre-
pared to show you the place.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the hon, member will show me that the
only extra cost was £7, and that there
was no exceptional drainage, T will ad-
mit that there is something radieally
wrong, but I have investigated so many
complaints that T am tired of them. None
of them will bear investigation, and the
department has proved to be right in
every instance.

Mr. George: If the people had knowa
that they were to have the business that
i= gomg on nowadays they wonld never
have had tle sewerage scheme.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
onlv reply T can give is that the eost
here hears favourable comaparison with
the cost in the Fastern States. There is
jnst one other matter which the leader
of the Opposition wanted to have cleared
up. He seemed to get somewhat mixed
ap in his figures. The hon. member
wanted an explanation as to why it was
that there had been a surplus in the pre-
vious” vears. whilst last year there was
a loss, Of course the explanation is
nurely that previously interest and sink-
ing fund were not charged np against
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the Water Supply Department, <o far as
the meirnpolitan area was concerned, and
this year they were charged up. [rovi-
ously while the sewerage and drainage
was under construction the general rev-
enue was called npon to pay interest and
sinking fund in eonnection with the loan
moneys raised for that partieular pur-
pose, but having got the department es-
tablished we charged up against sewerage
and drainage the amount of interest on
the eapital cost, with the result that this
vear a sum of £40,000 is charged up which
liad not been charged np previously. That
is the whole explanation in regard to
the difference in the fiznres. Then the han.
member proceeded to ask what had be-
come of that £40,000. Although I cannot
quite follow his figures, T am inclined to
think that what the hon. member desived
explaining was what had become of the
interest that had been paid from general
revenue up to this year:; seeing that we
had only paid this year the amount of in-
terest and sinking fund. what has be-
come of the amount charged against con-
solidated revenue previously? What we
did in that regard was this: When we
were establishing the ecapital cost of the
sewerage and drainage we took the total
expenditure up till the 30th June, 1912,
and We made that represent the capital
expenditure. We did not charge up all
the eapital expenditure: we wrote off
amounts totalling altogether £83,000 odd.
1 just mention this as an indication that
we made the capital expenditure ahso-
lutely fair to the ecitizens of Perth, in-
asmuch as we did not place on them the
harden of the investigations that had
taken plaee during previous vears. Then
we added to the ecapital expenditure on
the eonstruction of the work the interest
or accrued interest that had been paid on
the money that had been actually ex-
pended. We did not charge up the in-
terest on the cost of raising the money,
but only on the money actually expended,
which amounted to something over
£55,000. That was then added to the
eapital with the result that interest and
einking fund will be paid on the capital
plrs £565.000, and gradually maturing,
that amount will be paid hack to consoli-
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dated revenue, and by the increased in-
terest and sinking fund which is being
paid on the increased capital it will
eventually right itself. By that means we
can get the capital cost properly charged
up and arrive at a true basis of charging
inferest and sinking fund. There was
another maiter raised by the hon. mem-
ber. He took exception to my remarks
in regard to depreciation. The hon. mem-
ber assumed that T was opposing the
depreciation fund that had been charged
up against the metropolitan water sup-
ply. I was doing nothing of the sort,
but I drew attention to the depreciation
fund and to the wiping out of the fund
to show that we were not destrous of
penalising the metropolitan consumers,
We are bound by Aect of Parliament to
bring out a separate balance sheet for
every undertaking we operate, and we
bave to supply a proper commercial
statement to show exactly the operations
of each trading concern. Now, whilst the
supply of water is showing a profit the
sewerage and drainage is showing a loss,
but by combining the two we make them
balance. Bui for the purposes of the
Trading Concerns Act we must separate
them in the balanee sheets, in order that
the people may know exactly how each
concern is operating, Therefore, we
wiped ont the depreciation fund and im-
pused a sinking fund on a proper basis.
By the imposition of a 1 per cent. sink-
ing fund bearing interest at the rafe-of
4 per cent., and earning compound in-
terest, the capital eost of the whole of
the water supply will be wiped out in
41 years. Consequently the sinking fund
to-day after proper attention being de-
voted to maintenance, and minor repairs
and renewals being paid out of general
Tevenue, will enable the concern to go
right on and be almost as good in 41
years as it is to-day, and the sinking
fund will have wiped out the total lia-
bility. T did not complain of the fact
that the depreciation fund had been paid
previously, but I said that it was an
unnecessary penalty on metropolitan
consumers, and that we wiped it out so
as to remove that burden, and simply im-
posed a 1 per cent. sinking fund on the
basis [ have already outlined. There is
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just one more matter in regard to the
amount that is being earned by the letting
of the metropolitan water supply offices.
I stated that they were getting a credit
of £700. What I intended to say was
that they were getting a direct gain of
£700. The hon. member said the amount
was too small, but evidently he misunder-
stood my remarks. We are getting £1,200
for the renting of the metropolitan water
supply buildings, but the water supply
is paying £500 for the offices unsed by the
department to-day, leaving a net gain to
the metropolitan water supply people of
£700. The hon. member evidently read my
remarks to mean that we were getting
only £700 for the whole of the huildings.
T think T have dealt with the arguments
and requests for information raised by
various hon. members,

Mr., Taylor: Are the present water
supply offices the property of the Gov-
ernment ¥

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
are. The offices were acquired some little
time ago by the previous Government
for the purpose of housing immigrants,
but in the opinion of the present Gov-
ernment the building was too good alto-
gether to be used only oceasionally when
immigrants arrived, Consequently we
used it for the honsing of the whole of
the amalgamated water supplies, and we
established an immigrants’ home in =a
building we had at Fremantle. By this
means we save a considerable amount of
rent, and are utilising valuable build-
ings, and the different water supplies
have to pay interest to the Government
on the capital cost of these buildings.
T have now dealt with the various points
which have been raised. The Bill is
purelv an iovitation from the Govern-
ment to hon. members to allow ns to
continue the amalgamation scheme that
has been applied to the whole of the
water supplies, not limiting it to any par-
ticular time. but allowing it to go on in-
definitely until amendmenis are rendered
necessary hy experience as time goes on.
Hon. members will remember that the
Bill of last vear was limited in its opera-
tion by another place to 12 months,
possibly in order to gain information or
to see exactly how the scheme wonld
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work. T claim that it has proved success-
ful and of bencfit to the State, and con-
sequently we now ask that the scheme be
allowed to continne until it is rendered
necessary for amendments to be made in
due course, as we have often to amend
Acts of Parliament.

Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BIT.I—FREMANTLE
MENT.

Second Reading.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister), in moving the second reading, said:
Tf hon. members will refer to the sehedule
thexr will see what is required by this
Bill wore clearly than any words of mine
can explain. The traffic in the prineipal
street of Fremantle is becoming so great
that it is dangerous to pedestrians and
alse to vehieular traffie, and for some
considerable time the local authorities
at Fremantle have had under considera-
tion the question of widening High-street
and the proposal has heen that they
should first widen High-street from Mar-
ket-street to the town hall. Hon. mem-
bers azequainted with Fremanile will
know that Market-street leads to the
railway station, and High-street is the
principal street of the town. There is
a tramway service which runs along
High-street down Market-street to the
railwayv station. There are three dif-
ferent lines of tramway whiech Ilead
into High-street. and which make the
traffic there vervy congested. Apart from
that. at the corner of Market and High-
streets. there is only about two feet
of space between the framline and the
kerb, and hon. members will realise that
this is not sufficient to enable a person to
stand ountside the kerb where there 15
a large telegraph pole also, and that the
eorner is very dangerous as far as the
public are concerned. Under the Muni-

IMPROVE-
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cipalities Act 1906, the loeal anthorities
can, under the Public Works Aect 1902,

resame any land for publie purposes. In
other words, they have legal powers to-
day to enable them to resume land which
they require for the extension or the
widening of any street. If they exercise
the powers they have at present it would
rrean tearing down all the buildings along
this thoroughfare, which is a business
loeality, and the cost would be very ex-
cessive, and the local authorities
are of opinion that in the interests of
the munieipality and the people as
a whole, it wonld be far preferable to
resume the total area on which these
buildings are erected than to merely re-
some the small piece of land required for
strest extension. Consequently this Bill
has been introduced to enable them to
avail themselves of the whole area on
which these bunildings are erected, and
have it vested in the municipality in-
slead of resnming a small strip for street
widening onlv. If hon, members refer
to the RBill, thev will find that on the
passing of the measure the land will be
vested in the munieipality by proclama-
tion. All the rights and title to the land
once the proclomation is issued, will be
vested in the municipality. The valua-
tion of the land as shown in the seecond
sehedule or the eompensation to be paid
for it has to be assessed under the Publie
Works Aet 1902, and hon. members will
also note that the value of the land has
to be assessed from the 9th September,
1913. That is date on which notice was
eiven asking for leave to introduce this
Bill. it is thought advisable that a date
should be fixed, so that there should be
no dammyving or sale in connection with
the land after the intention of the local
authority became known. To proteect the
rights of the persons who own the land,
the Bill provides that 6 per cent. interest
shail be paid to them from the date of
the proclamution being issued. That is
the date on which the land shall be
vested in the municipality. The 6 per
cent. will be paid at once, and there will
he no necessity to wait for the award be-
ing issued because any difference can be
made up after the award is issned. The
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Bill also provides that no proclamation
can be issued if the ratepayers disap-
prove of the proposal. Within a month
after the passing of the Bill any 20 rate-
pavers will have the opportunity to de-
mand a poll, to decide whether the pro-
posal of the municipality to acquire this
land shall be approved of.

Hon. J, Mitchell : 1Tave they time
to alter their business premises 9

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister} : The municipality will resame
the whole of the premises.

Hon. J. Mitchell : That will mean
shifting baek the fronts.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : Tt will mean tearing down the
whole lot. The value of the land will be
fixed, and from the time of the issuing
of the proclamation 6 per cent. interest
will be paid on the total value. Pro-
vision is made whereby in regard to per-
sons who have land on lease or bnildings
on lease equitable compensation will be
paid if they are disturbed in connection
with their business.

Hon., J. Mitchell :
willing to sell ¥

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : I do not know.

Hon. J. Mitehell: You are going to re-
sume the whole lot 7

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : The Bill also provides that the
money to be paid for this area shall be
raised by loan under the Municipalities
Act 1906, but there is to be no limit to
the amount. Tt is almost imposible to
limit the amount in snch a measure as
this. Tn the first place the award will
have to be fixed, and in the second place
the municipality will have to take inlo
consideration whether they intend to
ereet buildings thereon or lease or dis-
pose of the remaining area, so it will be
a malter of impossibility to place any
amount in the Bill as a lmit to the
extent the loeal authority can horrow,
but provision is made that before any
loan can be raised, the loeal authority
will have to get the consent of ihe Min-
ister.

Mr. Monger: Which Minister.,

Are the owners
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : The Minister controlling the Bill.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What will they do
with the rest of the land?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : The hon. member should read
Clause 10. Provision is made for the
payment for the land and for comnpensn-
tion, and provision is also made as to
what sball be done with the rent and
profits, if any, derived from the land, 1f
hon. members peruse the Bill closely they
will find that the council will be ecalled
upon to take a special poll of ratepavers
somewhat similar to what was done by
the Perth City Counecil in connection with
the purchase of the gas and elecirie ligit
plant, with the exception that instead
of the persons who desire to vote against
the aequisition of the property doing so,
those in favour of the proposal will also
be required to vote, and a decision will
be arrived at by a majority of the eiti-
zens who exercise their vote. The Bill
provides that every ratepaver shall have
a vote whether his rates are paid or not.
Under the Municipalities Aet only rate-
payers who bhave paid their ‘rates can
exercise their vote, but under this Bill
provision is made that every ratepayer
shall have an opporiunity to express an
opinion whether the council shall resume
this land or otherwise.

Mr. Monger: Whether he has paid his
rates or not?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): Yes. FEvery owner or occu-
pier will have an opportunity to say
whether the council shall resume this land
or not.

Mr. Allen: The occupier is not liable.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : That is really the contents of
the Bill. As the hon. member for Nor-
tham often remarks, the Bill is a small
one; at the same time it is a very im-
portant one as far as the munieipality
of Fremantle is concerned.

Mr. Allen: The amount involved is a
large one.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister}): In my opinion this is one
of the best propositions that the people
of Fremantle have ever brought for-
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ward. It is necessary for the safety of
the travelling public, it is neeessary for
the improvement of the town

Hon. J. Mitchell: To have block 328%

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Houorary
Minister): Yes; and it is necessary also
to enable the local authority at this time
to aequire it before any large buildings
are constructed thereon. On this area
at the present time there are very small
buildings; in fact a very large number
of the buildings which exist have had
new fronts buili in during late years.
Some of them arve of single story. Tf
the buildings are removed and large pre-
mises are ereeted in their place before
the muniecipality ean at any time widen
their streets, it will be necessary to in-
eur a very large expenditure. The hon.
member for Northam asked what would
be done with the land. This Bill gives
the local authority power o erect build-
ings or lease the land if they desire to
do so, and, with the eonsent of the Gov-
ernor, there will be power to sell the
land. The hon. member also raised the
question as to what they will do with
block 328 and as to whether there is
any need to purchase it. Unless this
block is purchased the others will be use-
less. This area will be required fo give
accommodation to the other husiness
places which are erected surrounding it,
and which to-day are used as back yards
for the present business places. I am
confident that hon. members after perus-
ing the Bill will realise the nrgent neces-
sity for giving the Fremantle municipal-
ity the power to acguire this land. They
will realise its necessity from the point
of view that the streets of Fremantle arc
too narrow. They will realise that it
will be necessary at an early date fo
have a double line of tramways con-
structed in the main thoroughfare and
down to the railway station, and it will
be impossible for this to be ecarried into
effect unless this property can be ae-
quired by the municipality in order to
widen the streets. The rafepayers arve
safegunarded in every way under this
measure. The rouncil ean take no action
whatever if the ratepayers desire fo tie
their hands, and no proclamation ecan
be jssued until two months after the
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passing of this measure, and no procla-
mation can he issued after twelve months
has expired. That is, the loeal authority
will be allowed twelve months in which to
complete the purchase if they are per-
mitted to carry the scheme into efferct.
This is neeessary in fairness to the per-
sons who abt the present time own the
land situated at this point. T do not
know whether I can give any further ex-
planation in regard to the Bill. The
provisions are simple, the requirements
are necessary and urgent, and will be
beneficial as far as Fremantle is con-
cerned, and I am of opipion that hen.
members will realise the need for im-
mediately passing the Bill. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
On motion by Hon. J. Mitchell debate
adjourned.

BILL—PERTH IMPROVEMENT.
Order postponed.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : I wish, Mr. Speaker, to move
the posiponement of this Order of the
Day. I was under the impression that a
Bill similar to the one on which I have
just spoken would be required in this in-
stance. I have found, however, that the
measure of whieh I have just moved
the second reading is not liberal enough
in ifs conditions to suit the persons who
require the Bill for Perth improvements,
although the requirements are almost
similar, namely, the purchasing of land
through which the streets have to go,
but the eonditions are not suitable to the
Perth City Council. They are tied too
mueh and wish a different Bill to be in-
troduced, and that is a matter I have not
had an opportunity of going thoroughly
into, to see whether the Government will
introduce a Bill piving eonditions more
liberal than the one previously men-
tioned. For that reason I move—

That the Order of the Day be posi-
poned.
Motion put and passed.
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BILL—CRIMINAL CODE AMEND-
MENT.

Second Heading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon,
T. Walker) in moving the second reading
said: It was undertaken by a resolution
passed in this Chamber, and also in an-
other place in 1911, vnder the Aet of
1905, that there should be a compilation
of the Criminal Code. That Code as com-
piled is now upon the Table of the House
awaiting enactment. It has been con-
sidered advisable that before we eonsoli-
date all the eriminal law in our Criminal
Code we should amend what obvious de-
fects in verbiage or eonsisteney have been
discovered in the Criminal Code as it
stands. T confess it would have been my
desire, had time permitted, and oppor-
tunities were favourable, and there were
any chance of earrying it, to have made
some additions to our Code and modifi-
calions of it in some material particulars.
That is not the purpose of the Bill of
which T am now in charge. Tts object is
really to remove anomalies in our pre-
sent prinfed Criminal Code, and to re-
move a few of the defects that exist in the
amendment to the Criminal Code. It is
essentially a Bill for Committee. Tt would
he wearisome, and T micht almost say
nnnecessary, to go into details of the
measure in my second reading speech,
but perhaps it would be judieious, in
order that the drift of the measure may
be secn, and the second reading carried
without too much eontroversy, or carried
in donbf, or upon mere trust, to give a
few illustrations of the proposed amend-
ments, some of which are purely verbal.
Tt will be remembered that we have a
chapter in the Criminal Code dealing
with eleetoral offences. Now, sinece the
Code was passed, or since these offences
were put into the form of an Aect, we
bave passed a number of other Aects tak-
ing these offences out of the Criminal
Code altogether. The principal offences
of an electoral nature, T suppose, should
be defined as those relafing to parliament-
ary elections. We now not only have
elections, or representation, in regard to
this Chamber and another place, but we
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have the Commonwealth Electoral Aect,
all of which embody offences punishable
in our courts. We have other Acts that
have taken away from the Criminal Code
special penalfies when there are viola-
tions of the Municipal Aet, or the Roads
Board Act, and, as a matter of facf, there
are otly now a very few electoral offences
that are containred in and are specially
punishable by the Criminal Code. We
have certain instilutions and boards, and
the anomaly is this, that the penalties for
a breach of the electoral laws, as they
were framed and eonceived in the Crim-
inal C'ode, are greater than those that are
attached to violations of our parliament-
ary elections, or to breaches of the Com-
monwealth Electoral Act. This anomaly,
of course, is strange and onght not fo be
permitted to exist in a Code that we are
repriniing to bring it up to date. There-
fore, the penalties are put on a par for
the breach of the electoral laws relating
to these voluntary boards, if I may use
the expression; they are brought on a
par with the penalties that are to be dis-
covered in reading our Parliamentary
Eleetoral Act, or our Commonwealth
Eleetoral Act. Then again, there are
anomalies of this deseription: T will take
only one illustration from the old Code.
If hon. members turn to Section 296 they
will see it stated—

Any person wha wilfolly and unlaw-
fully causes by any explosive substance
an explosion likely to endanger the life
of any person, whether any injury to
any person is actually cansed or not,
is guilty of a erime, and is liable to
imprisonment with hard labour for
life.

That we propose to keep as it is, but we
desire to alter this portion—

For all purposes of and ineidental
to arrest, trial, and punishment, the
crime when eommitted ont of Western
Australia is deemed to have been com-
miited in the place in which the person
liable o be punished under this seetion
is apprehended or is in custody.

That arises out of an error when the
original Code was compiled. Section 206
was copied from an Imperial Aect of 1895,
We copied it verbatim and took it as it
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stood. The Tmperial Act is all right; the
Imperial courts have power to deal with
these offences committed outside England,

but Western Australia has not that
power. We cannot deal eomprehensively

with the dominions of Britain as Brtain
herself can deal with them. We can deal
with the laws in our own State, and we
can only limit our legislation as it affects
our own State. I do nof think it re-
quires any argoment to show the absur-
dity of retaining a subsection like that in
our Criminal Code. Tt not only exists in
the section I have quoted, but in numer-
ous sections of the Code, and in the Bill
which I am now introduecting there are
several clauses which repeal similar por-
tions of the Code to that which I have
just read, making our power to deal with
these offences logical, and not absurd, as
arrogating a greater power than this
State, although a Sovereign State, can
claim to possess. There are a few otber
inconsistencies of a like character. 1In
one place the conjunctive “and” is nsed
instead of the disjunctive “or.”” I was
going to say it was a printer's error, a
sheer mistake. The meaning is obvions,
but while it stands as it is upon eur
statule-book, it is nothing but absurd,
but the absurdity is removed by a clause
in the Bill. Then there are some other
important matters, as, for instance, a
clause which will deal with the question
of a common nuisance. I would like par-
ticularly to draw attention to the faet
that in our Criminal Code as it slands we
ean only consider a nuisance to be that
by which injury is caused to some
person, or a nuisance that is committed
or created upon property over which
the offender has control. Now, it is
clear that there may be a nuisance created
which deserves some kind of punishment
that is not particularly upon a property
over which the offender has control, and
which does not bring injury to any per-
son, that is physical injury, an injury
which anyone can gauge and weigh. As
an illustration I would say anyone could
make a hole in the highway into which a
horse could stumble, bat which ane could
avoid. One eould not help saying that
that hole was a nuisance, even though
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one’s horse fell into it and the individual
escaped being thrown out of his vehicle
and breaking his neck, Tt is a danger, a
menace, and one which is liable to cause
injury, and therefore might properly be
construed as a nuisance. As Dr. Penne-
father, who drafted a Criminal Code Bill
for South Australia, remarked in refer-
ence to the clanse dealing with ¢ommon
nuisances—

The Queensland section narrows the
law by referring only fo acts done with
respect fo property under a man’s con-
trol and by adding the words “and by
which injury is cansed to the person
of some person.” Sir Samuel Griffith
has pointed out that the latter is a
limitation of the existing Common
Law. ] eannot think that those changes
are improvements. For instance, if g
man wanted to keep a eertain road
secluded and in order to affect that pur-
pose persistently made loud noises so
as to frighten earriage horses, I think
it should be regarded as a public nuis-
anee, even thongh no one was actually
thrown onf and injured.

That is the view of Dr. Pennefather. Sir
Samuel Griffith, in drafting the Queens-
land Code, which we have copied, admits
that his Code is a limitation of the Com-
mon Law. The proposed amendment re-
stores us to the old condition and nuis-
ance is defined as under the Common
Law. Another obvious defeet in our
Code is, that as it now stands incest can
only fake place as between descendants,
and there ean be no offence on the part
of an ascendant. Not only that, but there
must be, or at least it is strongly inferred
that there must be, marital relationship;
illemitimates eannot commit that offence.
This proposed amendment restores our
lIaw to what it now is in England and
makes the offence as between illegitimates
an offence puonishable at law. There are
one or two matters, furthermore, which
might meet with controversy. For in.
stance we have introduced in this amend-
ing Bill the Commenwealth provisions of
the Secret Commissions Act. We, our-
selves, passed a Secret Commissions Aect
in 19045, but we left out certain portions
of that measure as it was passed by
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the Commonwealth. 1 say that it is con-
troversial because it involves an apparent
intrusion upon the English law that no
man c¢an ineriminate himself; he must be
proved guilty by external evidence. The
Commonwealih law permits interroga-
tories and will not excuse a man refusing
to answer questions put to him in regard
to the offence on the ground that be may
thereby incriminate himself. We have
made the omission good and taken over
the section which permits of that pro-
cedure under the Commonwealth Act,
thus putting the Commonwealth law and
our own law in harmony. Another illus-
tration T may give is the fact that we
have kept level with the effect of convie-
tion in England in regard to prisoners’
preperty.  As hon. members will be
aware, in 1870 the old practice up to
then prevailing in England of forfeiture
of a felon’s goods was abolished. Up to
then, whenever a prisoner was convicted
of a crime, all his goods were taken from
him; he had no chance whatsoever of
preserving anything for himsell or his
family. They abolished forfeiture in
England. We adopted the Act and the
abolition of that old law which we took
over when we became a eolony, but we

did not take the steps that were taken in_

Great Britain to afford provision for
protection of the goods of the prisoner
by the appointment of a curator.
We have in a ecerfain measnre restored
something of that in our law but not
completely. In England they have the
power to appoint a curator who shall
have charge of the prisoner’s goods whilst
he is undergoing his sentence. We pro-
pose to restore in this Bill that provision
and fo appoint a eurator to properly look
after prisoners' goods. We have further-
more In this measure removed certain
anomalies which are due te loose wording
in regard to the powers of the Crown in
challenging a jury. Our law as it is
gives to an aeeused person certain powers
to challenge, but does not give those
powers, or at least so it may be con-
strued, to the Crown. We have put the
law on a level with that in other States
and in England in that respeet. Then
there is power permitted elsewhere which

1303

we failed to introduce into our Criminal
Code, on the conviction of a prisoner for
an offence, of allowing a judge to make
compensation or to order compensation
to be paid for the injury done. For a
summary offence the compensation pro-
vided for is up to £25, and for other
offences up to £100. It is inconsistencies
of this deseription that the Bill deals
with, and I think these will be best ex-
plained when the measure is in Commit-
tee, and I had better reserve my further
remarks until we deal with the eclamses
seriatim; but the House may take it from
me that the purpose of the measure is
really to bring the Criminal Code up ‘o
date and to put into the Code those out-
standing separate enaectments which are
properly in their place in the Code, and
to generally consolidate the measure and
to correct such inaceuracies as now exist.
Some of these are exceedingly simple. I
would like to give just one more illustra-
tion. In our Criminal Code as it stands
now a judge has certain powers to order
certain things when he is trying a erim-
inal, but to a chairman of general quar-
ter sessions or a commissioner appointed
for the purpose, the existing law wouid
not apply. The Bill propeses to make
the word “Judge” in that section of the
Code include the ehairman of the cowrt
of quarter sessions or the commissioner.
With the assurance fo hon. members that
I will give the fullest possible explana-
tion of the Bill in Committee, if re-
quested to do so, I beg to move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time,

On motion by Hon. J. Mitchell, debate
adjourned.

BILT—BILLS OF SALE ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 28th August.
Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam}: This
Bill, as the Attorney General has ex-
plained, was introduced first at the re-
quest of the Chamber of Commerce, who -
desired a small amendment to be made,
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but the Atterney General has presented
in the Bill several rather startling inno-
vations whieh are all of the utmost im-
portance. I notice that it is proposed in

the future that the transfer of a bill of
sale meed not be registered. At the
present time that point is in doubt. Tt
is just a question whether an assignment
or a transfer need be registered or not.
I think it onght to be registered for the
reason that the other creditors of a pee-
son giving a bill of sale ought to know
to whom the bill of sale has been trans-
ferred. The Attorney General will realise
that a bill of sale in the hards of one man
may be one thing, but that in the hands of
another person who might be less sym-
pathetic, it may be another. Besides, Lhe
transfer of a bill of zale may mean a
good deal more than appears on the su-
face. Tt may be given for £100 and then
for a further advanee of £1,000, and the
man whe made the first advance may
transfer to a second person who ecan
make a further advanee and who may be
already a creditor of the man who gives
the bill of sale. The Attorney General
will see in that way some difficuliy may
arise, hut in any event T think the credi-
tors of an individual who gives the bill
of sale should know by whom the bill of
sale is held. Sympathetic treatment
which might be expected from one indi-
vidual might not be given by another.
There can be no argament against the
regisirafion of a transfer sinee the bill
of sale itself must be registered, and I am
surprised that the Attorney General has
made provision here that the transfer
need not be registered. There is a fur-
ther elanse which will need some explana-
tion in Committee. It appears that it
is possible that a hire agreement, with or
without the right of purchase, may mean
that the property can be seized to sat-
isfy a debt incurred. We will require io
be careful, because, of course, the reason
for giving a hire agreement is that some-
one might be helped. It is not altogether
to protect the man who lends the money,
hut it is in order that the man who needs=
money may be able to go to the man wilh
. money, offer seeurity and get an advance.
A person may buy a sswing machine or
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an implement; he may buy on the time
payment system because it i1s not con-
venient to pay, and we wani that systemn
1o continue. We ecannot argue againsl
it, but if this Bill becomes law, I think
those who have money tu lend and things
to sell will hesitate to lend that money
or to sell those goods.

The Attorney General: Why?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: DBecanse they
may never be paid.

The Attorney General: They will al-
ways he safe if they repister.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T do not think
they will he safe. As a matter of fact,
hire agreements are not registered now.
When the Bill is in Committee T propose
to move an addition to the clause dealing
with this matter. T have already con-
sulted the Parliamentary draftsman about
it, but I will submit it 1o the Attorney
Genreal before moving it. It is an im-
portant matter. TUnder the preseni sys-
tem a hire agreement provides ihat a man
‘may purchase from the owner an imple-
ment or machine worth, say, a couple of
hundred pounds. He may pay 75 per
cent. of the purchase money. If the
hirer fails to complete the payment Lhe
owner may seize ihe machine and forfeit
against the hirer all that has been paid,
although it may amount to 75 per eent.
of the purchase money. That seems to
me to be entirely wrong.

The Attorney General: Tt will be no
longer posible under the Bill.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: But I wani to
move an addition to the clause, making
it imperative that the machine be sub-
mitted to aunection, and that any surplus
which it may bring over and above the
balance due shall be returned to the hirer.
This provision refers to a hire agrecment
and it should be possible to make the pro-
posed amendment here. Tt is proper thal
we should introduee it here, and T believe
that the House will agree that the owner
should not be able to take the machine
from the hirer without previding oppor-
tunity for the hirer to get something back
again. There are many cases in which
more than 73 per cent. of the purchase
money has been paid to the owner by the
hirer, and the article has been seized,
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and all the money paid on it has been
lost to the hirer. The wmost important
clause in the Bill and the one that will
provide the greatest amount of contro-
versy is that preseribing protection of
wages. On the Tace of it it would appear
that wages should always be protected.
But it sometimes happens that we have
to consider more than is on the surfaue,
and this is one of those oceasions. The
clause provides, not that wages shall be
protected for one month, but that all
wages shall be protected against a bill of
sale. In other words it means that a bill
of sale will no longer be 2 good security,
because wages may have accamulated to
an extent equal to the value of the arti-
cles under the bill of sale,

The Attorney General: What about the
landlord’s rent; is that not protected?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The landlord’s
rent is protected in order that the poor
man shall not be turned out of his home
at a moment's notice; in order that a man
nay easily secure a house. The law is,
not to protect the landlord only, but (o
protect those who oceupy houses. The
Attorney General knows that that is the
case. He knows that if a workman gets
out of work he is left undisturbed in his
house, becanse the landlord knows that
his money is safe. If it were not so a
great hardship would be worked, because
the tenant wonld probably be turned out
at a moment’s notice. Again, a landlord
will pul a man into his honse practically
withount inguiry, because he knows that
the rent is protected. If it were not so we
would be working a hardship, not against
the owner, beecanse he would then insist
npon his rent being prepaid, but against
the oceupier who is unable for the mom-
ent to pay his rent.

The Attorney CGreneral: Do you mean
to say lhat if he were not protected the
landlord would turn out the oecupier at
a moment’s notice?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I do not say that
8 landlord would be so cruel, but every
one has to live, and the landlord, if he is
te pay his taxes, must have his rent.

The Attorney General: If cveryone
has to live, should not the worker get his
wages T
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Hou. J, MITCHELL: If the landlord
has to pay rates and taxes and wages
he must lhave his rent. If he were nof
protected by law he would insist on having
his rent in advance. We do not make
laws to protect the man who has some-
thing; we make laws to protect the man
who wapnts something, who wants a
house, and who does not wish to
sleep in the park. Is if not a good
law which lets a man into a house practic-
ally without inquiry? However, I do
not want the question- of rent to be con-
fused with the question of wages. In the
one case, to enable a worker to get a home
over his head and to pay renf, not be-
fore, but after he has used the place for
a week, we pass a law proteeting rent.
That is a totally different matter, The
rent may be 10s. a week or £10 a week,
but it will not be one hundred times 10s.
or £10, and so one knows where he is.
But under the clause the man who makes
an advance will never know where he is.
The clanse provides that wages shall be
protected indefinitely. They may be two
yvears overdue. It provides that iff the
owner desires to sell, and the man from
whom he has got an advance agrees to the
sale of an article, and that article is sold
and removed, and an assignment is made
within 30 days thereafter, the worker
ean follow the article, and the man who
has bought and paid for it and handed
over his money, even if he had the per-
mission of the owner and the man who
made the advance, will have to disgorge,
will have to send back the property and
lose his money. It provides, too, that for
30 days or a month after goods are seized
and sold the proceeds mnst be held to
satisfy any wages claims which may
come in. Tt will be seen that it may I~
very far-reaching in its effect. Tt may
lead to the setting up of bogus claims.
Take the case of a brick works or a tim-
ber works, or any other works employing
a large number of men. Bogus claims
roay be set up to frighten the man whe
is making an advance. Does the Atlorney
General say that this is right? There
is a great deal that ean he said in regard
to this maiter, It is a matter which ought
to be seriously eonsidered by every mem-
ber of the House. I want to be fair to
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the worker, and T want the worker to have
work. I want it to be possible for the men
of energy to give a bill of sale to someone
with money to lend, and receive from him
money to pay wages, 1 want enterprise
to be encouraged in order that men may
have work., While it does seem right to
protect the wages earned, it is perfectly
right and proper that we should see that
the enterprising man providing work
should be enabled to borrow money 1u
carry on his operations. If it is right to
say that wages shall come before a bill
of sale, ii is right {o say that wages shall
come before a mortgage over the land.
Is any hon. member prepared to say
this? There are some, perhaps, rash
enough to say so, but T doubt if even they
would subseribe to such a proposition if
they first gave it a’ moment’s thonght.
Work would be very slack indeed if it
were not for borrowed money. Capital
we must have, Capital is invested in
broad acres, in timber mills, in factories,
or in something else of the sort. Capital
is of no use in eash. Tt is necessary to
have your money invested, and so a man
of enterprise goes to a man of capital
and gets money wherewith to carry on hiz
undertaking. Under the elanse it will by
quite possible for an advance to be made,
say, against a timber mill to the exteni
of £1,000, and the whole of that £1,000
to go in wages, and then for the wage-
earner to seize the plant against the man
who made the advance.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Has not the worker
got the greater claim?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Of course the
wage earner has a claim, He has the
right to work, and the claim to his wages.
T want him to have the right to work.

Mr. Gill: And to deprive him of his
¢laim to be paid.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No, but under
the clause there will be no work, no en-
terprise;. we will be afraid to do any-
thing. On fhe face of it it seems good.
and my friends opposite only look at the
face of a thing. If the clause is passed
it will practically make it impossible to
raise money by bill of sale.

The Attorney General: Nonsense.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I assure the hon.
member that it will make it quite impos-

[ASSEMBLY.]

sible, It will be necessary to find a fool
with money before you get it. Of conrse,
according to members opposite it is only
a fool or worse who bas money. 1 am
not arguing against the working man, bui
I say we have not yet come to a time when
all the people can be employed by the
State. We have not vet nationalised
everything, and so we must give a ma.
a chance.

The Attorney General: Does the hon.
member not know that wages have a pre-
ference in bankruptey?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Beyond outside
secured creditors, yes.

The Attornex (eneral: And why not
in a bill of sale?

Hen, J. MITCHELL: The Attorney
General is hopeless. 1 have been trying
to explain that we can only get enter-
prise going when we give people with
enterprise and energy the right to go with
their seenrities to the man who has
money, to get that money to put it into
wages and work, Will the Attorney
General say that wages should eome he-
fore mortgage over land?

The Attorney General: Yes.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: But will he dare
{o put il into operation? 1f it became the
law of the land to-morrow, would it not
Jjeopardise the opportunity to work?

The Attorney General: No.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Of conrse it
would. Under the clanse no one would
understand where he stood. Wages might
be owing to a thonsand men for three
months or for {welve months, and the
man who held the hill of sale would stand
down until the full wages were satisfied;
although the wage-earners had an oppor-
tunity of knowing that the bill of sale
was in existence, while the man with the
hill of sale would have no opportunity
of knowing that the wages were owing.
The wage-earners can protect themselves
with weekly or fortnightly payments;
but to say thal wages must be protected
to any time and any extent and at the
expense of the security held by the man
who finds the monev to keep enferprise
going, is wrong. I have no objection to
wages being a first claim against the as-
sets of the employer, so long as the re-
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gislered advances are protected, and I
can say this without endeavouring in auy
way to unduly protect the man who makes
the advances. The Attorney General will
see that be must allow this protection to
banking institutions and others who fi-
nance undertakings against securities, It
15 surely patent to everyone that a man
cannot earn wages unless he ecan get
work, and he is not likely to get work un-
less we have enterprises going.

The Attorney General: The worker has
as muech right to his wages as the land-
lord to lLis rent.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The first right
of the worker is to work?

The Attorney General: He has worked
and the money is owing, )

Hon. J. MITCHETL: But he musi, gok
work first. The duty of this House is to
see that men are given an opportunity Lo
work. Of eourse it is useless fo labour
the question, becanse we cannot knock
it into hon. members that the man who
has money to lend or whe gives work i3
worth anything., If we are to base legis-
lation on fallacies of that sort, we must
expect to have men thrown ont of wolk.
Hon. members will argue with great elo-
quence in favour of this elause, but with-
out any reason or sound judgment, and
their eloquence will go down. The pub-
lie will be satisfied, and the working men
will say, “Look at the people who desire
to save ns.” I am saying that we are the
people who desire to save them from the
folly of their actions in putting hon. mem-
bers opposite on the Treasury benches.
That is entirely the position, and the
sooner hon. members realise it the hetter.
I hope that it will be no nse endeavour-
ing to have this Bill made law, or even to
pass this House, and that there will be
found sufficient reason in this Chamber
to alter the law as proposed by the At
torney General. )

The Attorney General: Because of that
justice to the worker you would knock
kite-high the Chamber of Commerce?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Attorney
General is the friend of the Chamber of
Commerce. They go to him and say,
“Bring forward a Bill,” and he says “Cer-
tainly, we always desire to help you.”
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It is to the Attorney General they go,
and not to me. The hon. member stated
that wages are protected for a month,
but this clause does not say so.

Mz. SPEAKER: The hon, member can
have a Committee discussion on that
clauge.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The eclause is
really the Bill. There are a few other
clauses, but they are not of material im-
portance. However, I have said all 1
have to say. It is futile to falk to empty
benches, and one cannot expect to con-
vert the hon. members who are in the
Chamber to even a reasonable way of
thinking,

Mr. Gill:  You have a few empty
benches on your side also.

Hon. J. MITCHELIL: I am not eom-
plaining of the empty benches, but of
the futility of trying to eonvinee hon.
members, There are some small amend-
ments proposed, and 1 see that the old
Act is to bhe reverted to in regard to the
definition of “stock.” A few years ago
the term “stoek” meant only sheep, horses,
and cattle. My friends the goat, the pig,
poultry, and camels were omitted, but
tbe Attorney General by his amendment
will include all stock, and the definition
will not be limited as it is now. 1 do
not know what prompted the Attorney
General to make this definition, but I

‘suppose there is some good reason.

The Attorney General: We bave two
separate definitions of stock on our stat-
ute-book now, and we want to restore the
original one.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The old defini-
tion covers the stock generally used for
purposes of trade. Sheep, cattle, and
horses are sold from time to time on
terms, and the Attorney General knows
that this exemption means that notice
need not be given when registering a bill
of sale. We do not want to interfere
with the right of stock growers to sell
on terms; we want them to continue that
system, but under this amendment stock
in future will include all forms of stock.
It was becanse the other classes of stock
were not dealt in very extensively that
they were omitted from the amending Aect
of 1906.
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The Attorney General: There is a defi-
nition of stock in the 1899 Act and 'in
the amending Act.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Stock are ex-
empt from notice because they are sub-
jeet to fairly frequent sale, and having
advised the public that stock are exempt
there can be no reason why notice should
be given before regisiration. The limi-
tation is desirable and it should apply
to stock that changes hands frequently.
If the Attorney General seeks to extend
the variety of stock brought within the
scope of the Aet, I think he is making
a mistake.

The Atiorney General: I do not extend
anything. I resiore the definition of stock
as given in the principal Bills of Sale
Act.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: But it shonld
not be restored without reason.

The Attorney General: The reason is
that we do not want two definitions.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The definition
means nothing; it is a question of notice.
For horses, sheep, and stock there need
be no notice, but for goats, poaliry, ete.,
there must be notice.
torney General is anxious to improve the
measure, and we have heard him assert
that he wants to protect the worker. T
have already said that he does not pro-
tect anybody. However, whilst T am going
to agree to the second reading, T shall
oppose some of the clauses in Committee.
If it were not that T know the Attorney
General is a reasonable man I would op-
pose the second reading, but I knew he
is reasonable, and I know that some of
the clanses in the Bill are good, and when
the amendments on the Notice Paper and
others which I intend to move are in-
serted, we will make a good Bill, and alter
the measure to such an exient that the
Attorney General will be prond of it
I support the second reading with the
reservation I have mentioned in regard
to several clauses wheh I think will work
more harm than good.

Mr. DWYER (Perth): I rise to sup-
port the second reading of this Bill as
a measure which seeks to amend, im-
prove, and bring up to date existing legis-
lation in regard to hills of salte. My
only regret is that the Bill is not mbde a

1 see that the At-
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consolidating measure, so that the five
Aects whieh at the present time grace the
statute-book might he done away with,
and one comprebensive measure embody-
ing all the provisions of those Aets and
of the present Bill might be sub-
mifted to the consideration of the
House. There are a few innova-
tions in the Bill, which T think are
very necessary; particularly is that the
case as regards the schedule. The sche-
dule will lead to a shortening of the very
Jong forms hitherto employed, and neces-
sarily employed, in drafting bills of sale,
and as snch lead, of ecourse, fo a clearer
understanding of the words in the decn-
ment and to conciseness and brevity in
the bill of sale itself, I listened atten-
tively to the member for Northam when
stating his objeections to certain portions
of the Bill, and making snggestions as
regards amendments, First of all, as re-
gards the suggested amendments, I am
quite at one with him when be says that
it would be very advisable te introduce a
provision whereby any person who holds
any chattel under a hire-purchase agree-
ment, after he has paid a certain propor-
tion of the purchase money he has agreed
to pay, shonld have the right to put that
chattel up for auection and have returned
to him an amount which would represent
the difference between the agreed price
of the article and the price which he had
already paid, plus the price fetched at the
anction. Af a person sells under a hire-
purchase agreement an article the origi-
nal price of which was, say, £100, of which
ihe hirer had already paid £50, and the
article at auetion realises £80, making a
total of £130, surely the person who has
hired the chattel in the first instance and
had already paid £50 is entitled to the
£30 over and above the original price.
It wounld be wise fo lay it down as a posi-
tive legislative enactment that this pro-
cedure should be adopted. Then there
could be no doubt whatscever as to the
rights of hirers under these agreements.
Then, as regards the condemnation by
the hon. member for Northam of Clause
7 giving certain priority to wages, if
there is one clause which justifies the

_introduction aof this Bill =t =W 5+ ia that
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particular one, and I can give some con-
crete illastrations of its absolute and con-
vineing necessity. There were recently
anctioned all the goods, stock-in-trade,
chattels, and effects of a certain place in
Hay-street, and all those goods were sub-
ject to a bill of sale to a money lender,
but the nature of the transaction was
such that the holder of the bill of sale
was to all intents and purposes the owner
and manager of the business in which
the stock and stock-in-trade were used.
He was ostensibly only a hill of sale
holder, but in reality he was the owoer
of this business, and at the time this
holder of the bill of sale seized under his
powers fhere was an amount of £50 or
£60 due as wages to the staff. When he
seized, the staff were left lamenting. The
real position of affairs was that the per-
son who, to all intents and purposes, em-
ployed the staff and should have paid
their wages, was nothing more than the
servant of the mortgagee of the premises,
but this man, by holding the mortgage,
was able to defeat the rights of the wage-
carners to their wages. That illustration
will suffice to prove the necessity for the
clause, beeause it shows that the bills of
sale, as herefofore existing, can he made
instraments of hardship, and if anything
requires protecting it is wages. If any
man requires protection it is the wage-
earner in respect to his wages, and no
man requires more protection from the
eourts or from Parliament than tbe man
who is working for a weekly or daily
wage. His rights should be superior, not-
withstanding the opinion of the hon.
member for Northam, to those of any bill
of sale holder, because, after all, without
hiz work and without his efforts, which
he gives towards making good that se-
curity, the stock over which the bill of
sale is held would be valueless, and this
is only giving him a smal] consideration
for his work. T may point out, in respect
to the iliustration I gave, that it was im-
possible to prove that the bill of sale
holder was the real owner of this busi-
ness, and therefore there was no redress
Apother illustration recently eame under
my notice in connection with a seizure
under another bill of sale in conpection
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with business premises in town. Oue of
the staflf mentioned to me that in Ger-
many, ruled by a kaiser, it was enacted
that the wages should have prefer-
ence over any bill of sale, and surely if
that is good enough in a country like Ger-
many, which we look upon as being
rather econservative in its ideas and
notions, it is also good enough for a
country Jike this where the bulk of the
people are earning hourly, daily or
weeky wages. This clause is an absolute
necessity to protect the wage-earner
against unserupulous holders of bills of
sale, and while we have bills of sale we
shall have unserupulous holders of them,
and have them made the means of secret
arrangements, They are a necessary evil,
but while the evil does exist, let us mini-
mise it as mueh as possible in this
respect. T do not know that T
have very much else to say in my
endorsement of this measure, intro-
duced by the Attorney General, execept,
perhaps, to point out to the Minister that
he is altering the meaning of the defini-
tion “gontemporaneous advance” in See-
tion 5 of the prineipal Aet. When the
principal Aet was passed “contempor-
aneous advance” meant something dif-
ferent from what it does at present,
owing to the 1906 amending Act. At
the time the original Aet was passed it
was possible to register praetically
straight away, and the money could be
handed over. but at the present time the
money expressed as the consideration in
the bill of sale cannot really be handed
over until the time for the entry of it
has expired. TUntil that time has expired
the grantee of a bill of sale does not know
but that the grantor’s creditors may step
in and destroy the effect of the bill of
sale, and if he has handed over the money
hefore it might be gone. T ask the At-
torney General whether it would not be
wise to extend the meaning of “contem-
poraneous advanee” so as to include any
advance made from the time of the exe-
cution of the bill of sale until the time
fixed for the registration thereof, or even
three days afterwards.

The Attorney General: Contempor-
aneous and futnre advance?
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Mr. DWYER: At the present time
the prineipal Aet reads that contempor-
aneous advance means an advance of
money by the grantee, etcetera, contem-
poranconsly with Lbe granting or within
three days of {he registration thereof.
If we strike ount the words “or within
three days of the registration” it means
confemporaneously granted, which im-
plies at the momeni of the execution. I
should think it ought to mean money given
up to the time of the registration, be-
cause our more recent legislation has al-
tered the principal Act as regards what
a c¢ontemporaneous advance really is, and
the man who gives his money not at the
time of the execution of the hill of sale
but at the time of the registration is
surely giving a contemporaneous ad-
vanee. This is only a minor detail which
I wish the Attorney General to consider.
I have pleasure in endorsing the Bill and
in supporting the second reading.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE (Katanning) : T
have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading of this Rill. though re-
serving to myself the right to oppose anv
clause 1 might think fit in Committee. T
notice that this measure is brought for-
ward with a view, to use the Attorney
General’s words. to remedving some of
the weaknesses of the existing Act, and
I think cvery hon. member will agree
with the aims and ohjects of the Attor-
nev General in his desire to bring this
about. At the present time, unfortu-
nately—-it is a misfortune in many cases
—so0 many of our people have to come
under (he operations of biils of sale, and
so long as the world lasts, T suppose, it
will be impossible to do without this
means of frading. I cannot altegether
agree with some of the provisions of
this amending measure. With the hon.
member for Northam, I think the trans-
fer or assignment of a registered bill of
sale should be registered.

The Attorney General :
anywhere elge ?

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: I am not aware
that it is, but I think it is only right
that the trading coromunity should know
what operations are taking place in con-
nection with such. & security. It is not

Is it ’done
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necessary for me to go into details as to
the ill-effects of its non-registration, or
of keeping the transfer a seeret. 1 do
not see why there is any necessity to
keep ¥ a secret. It should be made
known by the ordinary process such as
is done in the lirst instance by the regis-
tration of the bill of sale,

Mr. Dwyer : A man knows a bill of
sale exists; what does it matter who i
the holder ¢

Mr. A. BE. PIESSE : That has a lot
to do with it, because the question of
further advanees comes in.

Mr. Dwyer : You can see the original
one.

Mr. A, E. PIESSE : The transfer may
take place without the knowledge of the
person making a further advance. A
further advance might be made by an un-
secured creditor who may have absolute
faith in the grantor of the hill of sale.

The Attorney General : TIf T give a
promissory note, must necessarily every
person know who granted it ?

Mr. A. B, PIESSE : There is no an-
alogy. When 2 bill of sale is given and
registered the trading public know of it
and are to some extent guided in their
future operalions by the standing of the
person who holds the bill of sale.

The Attorney General:  They
guided more by who is the grantor.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE : I have had a
very long experience in connection with
bills of sale and it would weigh heavily
with me if T were going to make u fur-
ther advance to a man who had already
given a bill of sale to some other person,
if T knew that the bill of sale had been
transferred to a person of whom I did
not approve. I think it is absolutely
necessary that these trasfers should be
registered. In regard to secret bills of sale
or unregistered bills of sale that bave
been in existence in the past, the amend-
ment proposing to make them void, un-
less under cerain conditions, is a very
wise one. Quite receatly unregistered
bills of sale have been held by certain
people and have been known to exist only
when the persor who had given the bill
of sale found it necessary to call a meet-
ing of his ereditors. It is manifestly un-

arc
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fair for any person to have what is eom-
monly known as a holding order over
stock or implements, who will, just on the
eve of the bankruptey of a person, step
in and take possession of chattels or stock,
very often to the detriment of other
creditors who have in good faith been
finaneing that persos. The proposal to
do away with the limitation of the
amount for which a bill of sale may be
given is a very good one and the schedule
contained in this measure also indicates
a step in the right direction. As pointed
out by the Attorney General, there will
be a great saving in expense by adopting
a set form. Tt will save many pounds
expense which people are often put to
when they find themselves under an oh-
ligation to resort to obtaining money un-
der a bill of sale, or an advance even for
a very small amount. The clanse dealing
with preferential treatment in respeect to
the wages of workmen has a great deal
to commend it. At the sume time the
Attoruey General, when wmoving the
second reading, stated that he considered
it was one of the most controversial por-
tions of the bill and that it was adopting
a2 new principle, and he even went fur-
ther by stating that it would npset the
general seenrity of a bill of sale. That
is a question which this House should
take seriously into consideration before
it passes this clause; T believe that a
workman should be protected in the mat-
ter of his wages for a limited period. T
was not in the Chamber during the
speech delivered by the Aitorney Gen-
eral upon the second reading of this
measure, but from the reports I gather
that the Attorney (General led the House
to helieve there wonld be a limitation of
four weeks.

The Altorney General: 1 gave the
draftsman instructions to lmit it, but he
has not done it in the Bill.

Mr. A, E. PIESSE: T would be glad
to have an assurance from the Attorney
General that there would be a limitation
of four weeks.

The Attorney General: I will keep it as
it is, and the House ean do as it likes.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: I think the At-
torney General should make an explana-
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tion to the House as early as possible
on this matter, because the Bill as drafted
makes no limitation,

The Attorney General: I know; the
Bill came into my hands as I was deliver-
ing my speech. My instruction at the
last moment was to limit, but there is
no limitation in the Bill as it now stands.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: Presumably the
Attorney General would not oppose an
amendment limiting the amount to four
weeks’ wages. I take it that was the in-
tention of the Attorney General when he
introduced {he measure, and T think this
side of the House will agree to an amend-
ment in that respeet. I hope, whatever
his deecision in regard to this clause may
be, that very close eonsideration will be
given to the effect it will have upon Lhe
general security of a bill of sale, as I
think it will also be admitted that there
may.be very little security to the worker
if we are going to interfere with the value
or secarity of a bill of sale, It may mean,
in many ecases, throwing men out of
work; therefore, I say it is necessary for
this House to gmnard against any prob-
ability that may arise in the direction I
have indicated. I think a eertain amount
of responsibility shounld be thrown on the
worker to see he gets his payments made
at reasonable periods, and not allow an
accumulation of wages. 1 would like to
point out to the Attorney General that
this claunse, if passed as it sfands in the
amending Bill, lays itself open to fraud.
I know in several instances where a per-
son has had the misfortune, perhaps, to
meet his ereditors and at the last moment,
in filing a statement of assets and liabili-
ties, has put in wages for his children, and
this would have to be guarded against if
the clanse is passed as printed. I do not
wish to deal with all the proposed amend-
ments, but there are several which I
look upon as beneficial. Hon. members
will see I have already given notiece of
several to which I am going to ask the
Attorney General and the House to agree
when we are in Committee, that is deal-
ing more particnlarly with bills of sale
over growing crops. For some time past
it has been the ceustom to take bills of
sale over growing crops, and no doubt
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it will be the custom for many years to
come o do the same. In my experience,
I have found a great deal of difficulty
is created, both to the disadvantage of
the producer and the person who is help-
ing him, in the fact that our present Acts
provide that no bill of sale can be given
over a c¢rop until that erop is actually
growing. I want this House and the
Minister in charge of the Bill to en-
deavour to overcome the difficulty in the
way I am going to suggest to the House.
As I said before, it is at present impos-
sible to take a bill of sale over a erop
until it is actnally growing, and the
disability which we labour under in this
provision is that a person who may be
already financially involved with other
creditors, and may wish to obtain seed
wheat and fertiliser to earry him on for
the coming season, is very often prevented
from obtaining the necessary advanee,
for although he may have someone who
is willing and ready to assist him, thal
person cannot safely do so because notice
of intention to register must first be
given, and as soon as that is done, we
find other ereditors coming in and asking
to share pro rats in the seeurity. I know
of several instances, and I eould give the
Attorney General names, where settlers
and farmers who were desirous to avail
themselves of these offers were unable to
do so simply because other credifors ob-
jeeted. I lmow of several instanes where
the person willing to make the advance
has had to obtain at considerable trouble,
expense, and delay, the consent of all the
other creditors to the advanece, and their
agreement not to caveat the bill of sale
when given. This often brings about
trouble, as some little ereditor may have
been left out of the first arrangement
and the person who has made the advance
has to pay that individual out in order
to save any trouble. I wish to go further
than that, for the purposes of ecertain
specified advances, specified only so far
as seed, fertiliser and bags are concerned.
The expense of puiting in and taking off
a crop should be the first charge upon
that erop, and should be secured by re-
gistered bill of sale without notice; it
should be put in the same category as
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wool and station stock. I see no objection
to this being agreed to, particularly as
we have already provided in the existing
measure that no notice shall be given so
far as a bill of sale over wool is con-
eerned, therefore, I think there is mno
necessity to give notice so far as the
specified items of seed, fertiliser, and bags
are concerned. It will be a very great
help to those who wish to avail them-
selves of the chance of getting assisi-
ance in this direction, and it will not in-
terfere or act detrimentally to the other
creditors. The Attorney General or some
other hon. member may say “What about
the storekeeper or the other ereditors®”
It will not affect them in the slightest
degree, because they would be only too
pleased, no doubt, for someone to come
along and supply seed wheat, fertiliser
and bags in a case of that kind, as the
advance is limited only to the specified
items, and the amount of those items
which should be specified. I hope, there-
fore, that the House will agree to these
amendments. We should do all in our
power to make it easy for our people to
obtain such advances, and also to give
& reasonable amount of protection to
those who, in all earnestness and all good
faith, are prepared to make them, and
who, T think the Hounse will agree, by
doing so are often assisting the settler,
especially in the early stages of setile-
ment, to get in a erop, and often a very
nuch larger erop than he conld otherwise
put in. I trust, therefore, that these
amendments, when brought forward in
Committee, will be agreed to. T might hy
way of explanation say I notice on read-
ing the amendments under my name that
there is some slight mistake; they are
not exactly as I gave them into the Crown
Law Department, but T will take the op-
portunity of putting them in order be-
fore the House gets in Committee, I
have very much pleasure in supporting
the second reading of the Bill,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (in re-
ply) : I do not think it is necessary to de-
tain the House much longer: in fact, I am
rather pleased at the reception this meas-
ure has met. I quite agree with the bon.
member for Perth (Mr. Dwyer) that it
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would have been well if a consolidating
measure could have been provided to deal
with the whole question in delailed and
eomplete fashion. Unfortunately Lhe
time at our disposal this session eompels
us to get such reforms as time will per-
mit. The only really hostile criticism the
Bill has received was from the hon. mem-
ber for Northam (Hon, J. Mitchell), and
I was under the impression at one staze
of his address that he was going to ad-
vise the House to rejeet the measure holus
bolus. The hon. member appeared in
gee no good thing in it from beginning
to end, and I was wondering what had
stirred up his spleen, but I recognised
afterwards the one great blemish that
fitlled the horizon of his vision was the
clanse whiech gives some seeurity to the
wan who is working, and yet it is no new
prineiple that is introduced in this meas-
ure. In ounr bankraptey law we give a
preferential claim to the workman; we
recognise that a man up to a certain time
who has been working for wages and has
not been paid has a right to be paid out
of the assets the bankrupl pussesses, and
I was glad to see the reeognition which
that prineiple received from the Opposi-
tion benches. If it is good in that case,
why is it not good in this case also? The
hou. member apparently can see no anal-
ogy between the landlord and the worker.
In one sense work is the only capital the
worker possesses. He has nothing to fall
back upon if he is not paid for the time
and industry he puts in for the profit
making of the employer. The landlord,
however, if he has not been paid his rent,
still has his house and his land left to
him; he is simply being deprived of his
profits. The worker, on the other hand,
is deprived of both his capital and his
profit, all that he has whereby to live, and
therefore in my opinion, if there be any-
one who should have a preferential claim
under a bill of sale, it should be the
worker, and I am simply putting bim in
this measure on a par with the landlord.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You throw him ont
of work; that is the point.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
the old ery always.

Hon. J. Mitchell: But it is a true on=.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
was the ery from the earliest stage when
serfdom merged into a low paid wage,
and it has been the cry from that day
right up to to-night. The Bill will make
the grantee more careful, and just as
now the grantee of a bill of sale insists
on the grantor obtaining and producing
receipt for rent, so the grantee must on
the production of evidence that wages
have heen paid regularly. I owe a slight
apology for a statement I made when I
introduced the second reading of the Bill.
I stated that a worker to whom wages had
been owing for the space of one month
prior to the realisation on a bill of sale
was to have a preferential claim. I gave
instructions to the drafisman who should
have inserted that provision in the Bill,
but T did not see a eopy of the Bill as it
was printed until a minute before I made
my second reading speech, and I did not
deteci that what I instructed the drafis-
man to do had not been done, and that
the matier was left open entirely. Thai
is to say, wages stand in preference to
any amount, as the Bill is now. If a
man owes 12 months’ wages he must pay
that before he satisfies the grantee of the
bill of sale. That, however, may be ioc
drasiic and T am prepared to accept an
amendment limiting that. I will not deal
any further with the Bill. I am proud
that seme of its good features have been
asknowledged. and T shall not, I hope
be unreasonable when we get into Com-
mittee. T may inform my friends oppo-
site that T shall be compelled to oppose
gome of their amendments becanse I do
not believe they will improve the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commiitee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Attorney
Feneral in charge of the Bill.
Clanse 1—agreed to.
Clanse 2—Amendment of Section 5:

Mr. A. E. PTESSE moved an amend-
ment—

That the following words be added:
—“and by omitting the word ‘growing’
in the second and gizth lines of the in-
terpretation of the term ‘chattels’”
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The Attorney General knew what the
effect of the amendment would be. It
would be necessary to take out the wora
“growing,’’ because ab the present time
growing crops were included in the in-
terpretation of “chattels.” Further ou le
would move to add other words, but it
wonld first of all be necessary to ake out
the word “growing” from lines 2 and
6.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
object was to permit it to be lawfal to
give a bill of sale over crops in fuluro,
that was to say, crops that bad no exist-
ence at all. As that was a debatable
malter progress might be reported. He
moved —

That progress be reported,

Mation passed.

Progress reported.

BILL—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) in moving the second reading
said: I wish to explain to hon. members
that the object of this Bill is to allow
friendly societies to have the opportunity
of using a greater portion of the interest
obtained from money on mortgage, etcet-
era, for their management and medical
funds. For some considerable time the
friendly societies bhave been heavily
bandicapped in regard to their manage-
ment fund. As a matter of fact in res-
pect to many of the societies the manage-
ment fund has been short, and the regis-
trar has repeatedly had to call their at-
tention to its condition, I am pleased to
say that during the last two years, owing
to the action of the registrar, the manage-
ment fund has been brought into a far
better coudition than previously obtained.
The present Friendly Societies Aet pro-
vides that the interest received from funds
loaned on mortgage. etcetera, if over five
per cent., ean be nsed for the management
fund. Various friendly societies have re-
quested that this amount should be re-
dnced. A deputation waited on the Hon.
J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) in re-
gard to this matter, and after some dis-
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cussion it was arranged, with the sane-
tion of the actoary and the registrar, that
permission should be given to reduce the
amount to 44 per cent. That is giving
them another half per cent. of inferest
earned towards the management fund. It
has appeared to many persons mot having
that professional knowledge whieh the re-
gistrar hos, that the amounts paid into
friendly societies are continually building
up a large fund. As a matter of faet, the
amount to the eredif of friendly sccieties
in Weslern Ansiralia has increased eon-
siderably during the past ten years.
Mr. Heitmann: That is the sick fund.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : The sick and funeral funds

together. In some large societies the
management fund has a substantial
eredit. In the Jlast report of the

friendly societies it was shown that
the total capital of the societies amounted
to £174,514. Of this amount they have
out on mortgage £132,434. The balance
is kept in the bank for the purpose of
meeting calls in the case of sick or death
benefits. Tt shows clearly that the vari-
ous friendly societies are compelled to
loan their money out on mortgages which
sometimes are very doubtful, and to some-
times lend on properties for a very small
return. These loans are not considered
as safe as they would be if invested in
local government or West Australian
stock. But they bave to do this because
the amount of interest, which is fixed at
five per eent., gives them no opportunity
of paying anything towards the man-
agement fund in confrolling their own
affairs.

Hon, J. Mitchell : But you will not
pay them more than 4% per cent.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister): The hon. member realises that
provision is made in the Bill that any
money loaned to the Government or loeal
authority at 4 per cent, shall be deemed
to be earning 414 per cent. In other
words, no deduction is to be made in re-
gard to other interest earned, and which
would affect that amount loaned on Gov-
ernment securities or the securities of a
local anthority. These are deemed to be
earning 4% per cent. There is nro doubt
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this small measure will assist the friendly
socielies greatly. I know that some
hon. members connected wiih friendly
societies consider that this amount should
be reduced. But the registrar is very
strong in opposition, and we must allow
a professional man of his ability
to express an opinion in regard fo this.
It is necessary that the House should be
guided by such an officer, and he is
strongly of opinion that it would not be
safe (o allow the friendly societies to
draw any sum of a lesser amount than
4% per cent. Consequently the Bill has
been introduced with a view to allowing
the friendly societies to have one-half per
cent. more than they previonsly had
towards the management fund for the
amount of interest earned.

Mr, Gill: Will they be content with
that much?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : It has been already explained
to them, and the Bill has been accepted
by a large majority of the friendly
societies.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: I suppose they know
they cannot get anything better.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : It is the duty of the Govern-
ment, on the adviee of their officers, to
see that the funds of the friendly socie-
ties are maintained in a thoroughly safe
eondilion, and that no money more than
is necessary should be used to keep those
funds in a safe condition. The registrar
of the friendly socicties is of opinion
that it would not be safe to rerdnce the
amounf below 4% per cent., and T be-
lieve that on his adviee the friendly socie-
ties have approved of the Bill as intro-
duced and passed in another place. T
move—

That the Bill be now read e second
time.

On motion by Hon, J. Mitchell debate
adjourned,

House adjourned at 10.37 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4,30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Amendsd
food standards and regulations under the
Health Act, 1912. 2, Amended regulations
under the Jetties Regulation Act, 1878, 3,
By-laws of Geraldton local board of
health. 4, Port Regunlation 46A.

QUESTION—PERTH TRAMWAYS
PURCHASE MONEY.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (without
notice) asked: When does the Coloninl
Secretary expect to receive a reply to the
cable forwarded to the Agent General on
the 30th July asking for partienlars as to
the purchase money for Lhe Perth (ram-
ways?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY re-
plied: T will endeavour to get the infor-
mation for the next sitting of the House.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon, €. SOMMERS,
leave of absence for the next six sittings
of the Honse granted to the Hon, A, Q.
Jenkins on aceount of ill-health.

WEST PROVINCE ELECTION
SELECT COMMITTEE.
Attendance of Member of Assembly.

On motion by Hon. R. D. McKENZIE
resolved: That a message be sent to the
Legislative Assembly asking that Honse
to anthorise Mr. W. Price to attend (o
give evidence before the select committee
on the West Province election, 1912,



